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Message from the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, the European Union and
Cooperation, Mr. Josep Borrell Fontelles

I am writing these lines to accompany the felicitous
words of my predecessor, Alfonso Dastis, in this
publication dedicated to Spain’s presence in Texas.

nies; companies, I would add, which compete successfully in multiple sectors in one of the world’s
most demanding markets.

As luck would have it, on my first trip abroad as
a newly appointed Minister of the Government
headed by Pedro Sanchez, I will accompany Their
Majesties the King and Queen of Spain on their
three-stop tour of the United States, visiting New
Orleans, San Antonio and Washington.

I therefore applaud the US-Spain Council’s initiative
in launching this publication in honour of the visit
by Their Majesties the King and Queen of Spain to
celebrate the tricentennial of the foundation of the
first Franciscan missions in San Antonio. Knowing
the past affords us a clearer perspective on the future, and the view from Texas shows me that the
relationship between our two countries is dynamic
and vibrant, with innumerable prospects and limitless potential.

It is, unquestionably, a most fortunate coincidence.
Reinforcing Spain’s already good relations with the
United States is a matter of State and, therefore,
a priority for our Government. Moreover, Texas is
a territory of particular significance to Spain, for
both emotional and economic reasons.

Josep Borrell Fontelles
The ties we are now celebrating are deep-rooted
and enduring, and it is obvious that for any Spaniard, just as for any Mexican, San Antonio has an
unmistakeably familiar air, in its structure and in
its architecture and, therefore, in its way of life. In
addition, of all the States in this great country, it
is with Texas that Spain conducts the greatest volume of business. Texas is also one of the States
that hosts the largest number of Spanish compa-

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
THE EUROPEAN UNION
AND COOPERATION

7

8

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

Back to INDEX

Message from the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
Mr. Alfonso Dastis Quecedo
This year 2018 we commemorate one of the most
significant events of the Spanish presence in North
America. It is the celebration of the 300 years of the
foundation by Spain of the city of San Antonio, in 1718,
in what is currently the State of Texas.
On such an occasion, I will have the honor of accompanying Their Majesties the King and Queen of Spain
when they first visit this beautiful Texan city and this
important State next June, invited by the city’s Mayor,
Ron Nirenberg, and by the Governor of Texas, Greg
Abbott. The visit of Their Majesties will also include
New Orleans, in Louisiana, another great American
city that also celebrates its tricentenary this year and
in which Spain also left an indelible historical mark.
Spain has a very close and special link with Texas and
with some of its cities, such as San Antonio, a municipality with deep Hispanic roots and possibly the most
Spanish of all Texan cities. The special relationship
that exists today between Spain and the United States
could not be understood without taking into account
the long-standing relationship between our country
and the State of Texas. A state that, in fact, together
with Florida and California, stands as a symbol and
a model of a close, thriving, and mutually beneficial
relationship in many sectors, especially the economic
one.
The historical legacy of Spain in this city, and also
throughout Texas, as well as in other states of the

Southwest and West of the United States, is a real
treasure that Spain regards with pride, and that, I am
sure, will continue to be preserved in the future by the
United States of America. The Spanish control over
the territory of the current state of Texas lasted for a
total of 131 years from 1690 to 1821, although the first
Spanish explorers had already traveled across the territory a century and a half before. During most of the
Spanish period, the area gained a disproportionate
geopolitical importance in relation to its scarce demographic and economic weight within the Spanish
Empire. Texas was for several centuries a critical entry
point for religion, culture, and Western customs into
North America.
The Franciscan missions established in Texas during
the 18th century—five of which, in the vicinity of San
Antonio, have already been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO—, as well as some of its oldest
forts, are evidence of the importance this state had in
the past. As is the Spanish urban layout of its largest
cities, which will be remembered from June onwards
at the exhibition organized by the Fundación Consejo
España-EE.UU. "Designing America: Spain's Imprint in
the United States".
We should not forget either the diverse string of Spanish names in the state’s cities, rivers, mountains or
plains; its first irrigation systems, still preserved in San
Antonio; its musical and cultural traditions; its Texan
and Tex-Mex cuisine; and, above all, the Spanish ori9
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gin of the ranch lifestyle, of the cowboy figure—an
American symbol—, of the rodeo and of its first horses, especially the renowned mustang or mesteño.
All of them remind the American citizen and foreign
tourists visiting Texas that Spain was very present in
these territories for a long time.
It is also a source of satisfaction to see that Spain's
own personal heritage survives directly in many of the
citizens of Texas, as one of the state’s congressmen
reminded us recently in Madrid, and in the Spanish
community of Texas, made up of almost 12,000 registered residents. We are also linked by our exceptional linguistic proximity (since Spanish is the second
most spoken language in Texas, spoken by 29.5% of
the state’s population) and its active and young Latino
community, already representing 39% of the population.
Texas remains an important partner to Spain today,
because it is a first-class economic and commercial
power. The state’s economy is among the fastestgrowing in the world and it is the second largest in the
United States, only behind that of California. In 2018
there are approximately eighty Spanish companies
established in Texas. Spain is already the 7th country
with the largest direct investments in the state, mainly
banks and financial companies, companies in the infrastructure sector, as well as transport and petrochemical companies. It is little wonder that, between
2011 and 2016, our investment in Texas exceeded $835
million, having created almost 3,500 jobs locally.
Therefore, on behalf of the Spanish Government, in
these pages I want to sincerely thank the Texan Government at Austin and the municipalities of its various cities, particularly San Antonio, for providing assistance to our residents, diplomats, business people,
10

engineers, researchers, and artists so they can continue strengthening our common bonds.
Since the fundamental contribution of Spain to the
Independence of the United States, the relations
between these countries have undergone many vicissitudes. However, I am confident that, at this moment, the bilateral and transatlantic bond between
Spain and the United States is stronger than ever. And
that our bilateral relations are at a very good point,
in which our common democratic values, our mutual
trust, and our coinciding interests have an essential
weight. And, among other factors, it is precisely our
past and present relationship with Texas that has
allowed to keep the memory of the bond between our
countries alive, and to keep working as a driving force.
I hope that this book serves as a reference for all those people interested in our history, culture and shared economic and strategic interests, and that they
can find in its text and images a new testimony of the
great scope of our common legacy as well as a new
source of inspiration to keep making that mutually
beneficial relationship grow deeper.
Alfonso María Dastis Quecedo
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION OF SPAIN
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Message from the President
of the Fundación Consejo España-EE.UU.
Mr. José Manuel Entrecanales Domecq
We Spaniards feel naturally well in Texas – one of the
most thriving, innovative, and important states of the
United States of America, a friend and allied nation of
Spain. From the first traces of the Spanish explorers
who ventured beyond the Rio Grande and the Mississippi River in the 16th century, a common background
has survived that allows us to project ourselves into a
promising future.
In the following pages we present an overview of this
background that brings Texans and Spaniards together. Starting with a first chapter on the three centuries of Spanish presence in Texas, the text moves on
to explore the imprint that this common history has
left in cultural manifestations as diverse as language,
art, or even gastronomy. In the last two chapters we
give an account of the main economic and political
initiatives promoted in recent decades. I am grateful
to those knowledgeable public figures and protagonists of this journey whose eloquent testimonies have
greatly enriched this publication.
The title of this booklet, "Spain in Texas: an Old Friendship Projected into the Future", is a genuine example
of the spirit that animates the Fundación Consejo España-EE.UU. The Fundación wanted to join in this way
the celebrations for the tricentenary of the foundation
of San Antonio, whose origins lie in the establishment
of a series of missions along the San Antonio River by
Franciscan missionaries, and the subsequent arrival
of Spanish families from the Canary Islands.

Our entity, founded in 1997 as a private non-profit
institution, was established to foster relationships
between Spain and the United States across different
domains, and to promote a rapprochement between
our civil societies. At the same time, it aims to achieve better mutual knowledge, an area in which there is
still much to be done in both countries. In that spirit,
the board of trustees makes an effort to promote cultural, academic, and economic and business initiatives strengthening our relationship. These initiatives
consolidate us as allies and partners faced with the
challenges posed by the changing and hyper-globalized 21st-century world.
The exhibition España-EE.UU., “Designing America:
Spain’s Imprint in the United States” that we are glad
to bring to the emblematic building of the Historic
Bexar County Courthouse, at the heart of the city of
San Antonio, aims to highlight these close ties. I am
grateful to the Bexar County Commissioners Court for
their interest and effort to host the exhibition, and the
support provided by the San Antonio City Council, the
2018 Commemoration Commission of the city, as well
as the General Consulate of Spain in Houston.
During all these past years we have organized the
annual Spain-US forums together with our American
counterpart, the US-Spain Council, chaired by Senator Tim Kaine, and with the participation of the highest authorities in both countries. We will meet again
in November, this time in Jerez de la Frontera (Cádiz),
11
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the birthplace of Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, the
first European who traveled through Texan lands and
who made them known to his contemporaries in his
Naufragios (Shipwrecks), published in 1542. In Jerez
we will continue discussing issues of common interest and strengthening our ties. As always, we hope
to count on an outstanding presence of our Texan
friends there.
Texas and all the Southwest, where Spanish language
shows a great vitality, is a fertile ground for undertaking common initiatives. This is especially true since
we are explicitly committed in our statutes to paying
special attention to the American community of Hispanic origin, which in this state actually represents
around 40 percent of the population.
Our Foundation board is made up of the main Spanish
companies with a stake in the US, and many of them
are present in Texas–which stands out for its vibrant
economy and excellent business environment, and
with a GDP that places it as the 10th largest economy
in the world. Our board also includes representatives
of leading institutions in the civil society and the culture sector, as well as of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. In short, we are an instrument of public-private collaboration at the service of
the relationship between our two nations.
In the name of the board, I am very pleased to convey
our warmest congratulations to this beautiful city of
San Antonio, resonating with our shared cultural and
historical background, on this brilliant celebration of
its tricentenary, and also to thank it for its warm welcome.
We hope that this humble publication, produced with
great affection by the Fundación on the occasion of
12

this anniversary and the visit of Their Majesties the
King and the Queen of Spain, contribute to strengthen
this old friendship between Spain and Texas, always
with an eye on the future. Texas, within the great American nation, is a state with which we are enthusiastic
to continue working. Its outstanding dynamism, entrepreneurial wealth, and historical depth, in which
the Spaniards and Texan Americans find common
ground, are sound foundations on which we can continue building for our mutual benefit.
José Manuel Entrecanales Domecq
PRESIDENT OF THE FUNDACIÓN
CONSEJO ESPAÑA-EE.UU.
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From borderland
province to engine
of a new nation
Three hundred years of Spanish presence in Texas

It is very suggestive to think how the prolific Spanish
presence in Texas owes more to human passions,
errors of calculation, and the ironies of destiny than
to important strategic considerations or specific interests sustained over the generations. In the case of
Texas, as in so many other stories, the great events
and characters provide, at best, a first approximation
to the understanding of the identity of a territory and
its people. But, often, it is also necessary to supplement this analysis with attention to more minor elements, more reluctant to the historians’ documentary
accuracy. Since Spaniards began to appear in these lands at the beginning of the 16th century, Texas
always retained a marginal character—it was an inhospitable territory of open horizons always ready to
be filled by the imagination and passions of men. It
was a frontier land, at the intersection of the Spanish
domains and those of other European powers (France, England), a far outpost in the lands of Apaches

and Comanches, far enough from the centers of the
viceroyalty to lessen the weight of colonial power.
It was there that Texas built, upon the comings and
goings of settlers and missionaries, an identity of its
own, resulting from the cold calculations of the colonial authorities but also from the aspirations of its
inhabitants and the ironies of history. By the time the
Spanish banners ceased to wave over these territories
in 1821, this identity was sufficiently entrenched to end
up forming an essential part of present-day Texas.

1513-1565: In the quest for the myth
To these lands, as to most of the Americas, the first
Spaniards came in the quest for myths. Halfway between a medieval imaginary and an almost modern
look on reality, the scientific intuition to exploit Earth’s
roundness to reach the Spice Islands coexisted with
almost fanatical beliefs about lands of Amazon wo15
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Until the mid-18th century present-day Texas remained an inhospitable territory located at the northern edges of the Viceroyalty of
New Spain. Spanish presence there is first documented around the mid-16th century. During the late 17th century a number of expeditions were organized to explore these lands for the first time. The first Franciscan mission, located near present-day Augusta, was
established as late as in 1690. © General Archive of the Indies

men, cities of gold, or lost Christian kingdoms. The
discovery of the fountain of youth, located somewhere in the mythical island of Bimini, fueled the first
efforts aimed at the exploration of Florida, first visited
in April 1513 by Juan Ponce de León, former governor
of Puerto Rico. It would be precisely these explorations around Florida, which was thought an island off
the Asian coasts, which would provide the first testimonies on Texan territory. In 1519 the governor of
Jamaica, eager to find out if it was possible to access
Asia from the North Caribbean seas, entrusted Alonso
16

Álvarez de Pineda with the exploration of the northern
Gulf of Mexico. Navigating the coast from the cays of
Florida to the bay of Corpus Christi, which he would
claim for the Emperor Charles, it is possible that Álvarez de Pineda was one of the first Europeans to set
foot in Texas. Besides refuting the existence of a strait
connecting directly with the Indies, his expedition
mapped more than eight hundred miles of the coasts
of present-day Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. The Map of Álvarez de Pineda, currently
in the General Archive of the Indies, in Seville, is the
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In 1519, the governor of Jamaica entrusted Alonso Álvarez de Pineda with exploring the northern coast of the Gulf of Mexico. The
expedition’s main legacy was this map, the first to record the coasts of the future province of Texas. © General Archive of the Indies

first one to document the existence of Texas and the
most important legacy left by this expedition.
Among the mists of the myth, in that struggle between the real and the marvelous which is the entire
chronicle of America, what brought priorities closer
to reality would be the conquest of the Aztec empire
by Hernán Cortés and his men in the summer of 1521,
as well as the consolidation of the colonial economy
in the Caribbean. The growing traffic of people and
goods through the Bahamas channel increased the
strategic importance of Florida and the Gulf Coast.
The power dominating these lands would possess

the key to trading routes between the colonies and
the metropolis. In 1528, Pánfilo de Narváez jumped
into the conquest of Florida, of which he was governor, although his unfortunate expedition would meet
its end in the Mississippi delta, where he and almost
all the men who were still by his side died assailed
by storms and the Indians. It is precisely at this point
that the incredible deed of Álvar Núñez Cabeza de
Vaca, one of the survivors, started. Along with three
other men, he traveled for eight years throughout the
US South before eventually returning to Mexico City
in 1536. While Álvarez de Pineda’s map allowed Europeans to 'see' the coasts of Texas for the first time, the
17
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Ron Nirenberg

MAYOR 			
OF SAN ANTONIO

San Antonio and Spain have a
history that goes well beyond
300 years. As we celebrate our Tricentennial year, our community is reflecting on
the unique stories, cultures and people
that have made San Antonio the vibrant
community it is today. Since the founding of
the Mission San Antonio de Valero in 1718,
we have seen Spanish culture influence San
Antonio’s architecture, infrastructure, cuisine, economy, art and many more facets of
our community.
San Antonio is proud to commemorate
these special bonds that tie us to Spain.
Now, we will look ahead to building a strong
foundation for future generations. I look
forward to working with you for many more
years to collaborate and prosper. Let’s build
upon our successes by creating more opportunities to share our culture, learn from
each other and establish more economic
opportunities.
The everlasting impact of Spain’s culture is
woven into the fabric of San Antonio’s legacy for generations to come.

chronicle that the Andalusian adventurer would write about his particular American odyssey, popularly
known as the ‘Naufragios’ (‘Shipwrecks’), represents
the first written testimony about Texan lands, where
Cabeza de Vaca would work as a servant, healer and
merchant for the natives before starting his journey
back.
In the following years and encouraged by rumors
about the seven cities of Cíbola, supposedly founded
by seven bishops fleeing the Muslim invasion of Iberia,
the viceroy Antonio de Mendoza would promote two
expeditions north of New Spain. Francisco Vázquez
de Coronado crossed the far north of Texas, around
the present-day city of Amarillo and the Canadian
and Red rivers, in his search for the Gran Quivira, and
ended up returning to Mexico in 1542. For his part, in
1543, Luis de Moscoso would explore the northeastern region of Texas after Hernando de Soto, the original leader of the expedition, had died on the banks
of the Mississippi. The foundation in Pensacola Bay of
the ephemeral enclave of Santa María Filipina, inhabited for just three years until hurricanes forced its
evacuation in 1561, and, above all, of San Agustín, the
first permanent settlement in the US, in 1565 marked
the end of the first Spanish incursions into Texas. Florida had been conquered, the control of the colonial
commerce, secured, and the enormous extension of
the territories located beyond this peninsula and the
Mississippi delta, only barely glimpsed at.

1685-1690: First explorations
It would not be until a century and a half later that the
second phase of the Spanish presence in Texas would
begin. This phase still participated in the restless original explorer spirit, but would end up anticipating
the greater tranquility of the settler. Until the end of

18
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the 17th century, Texas would still be far from the cold
calculations of colonial strategy, with most efforts still
focused on strengthening military and economic dominance in the central lands of New Spain. Its geographical isolation and its scarce wealth would open,
again, the door to the unexpected. The role that
myths had had earlier, pushing people like Coronado
to venture into these inhospitable lands, would now
be taken up by a simple miscalculation.
It was actually a plain mistake what would lead the
French René-Robert Cavelier de la Salle to establish
the wretched Fort Saint-Louis, unleashing a chain reaction among the Spanish authorities. Believing to be
near the mouth of the Mississippi River, in February
1685 the Aimable ran aground on a shoal near Matagorda Bay, forcing the Frenchman to find temporary
refuge for the crew and the cargo. Aware of the French
movements, the viceroy Gaspar de la Cerda quickly
entrusted Alonso de León, governor of the province of
Cohauila, with assessing the scope of what was mistakenly understood as a an imminent French threat in
the northeastern edge of New Spain.
Between 1685 and 1689, De León made a series of
expeditions that would cross the territory of Texas
diagonally in a southwest-northeast direction, starting from Cohauila, in Mexico, to venture in Texas
through Laredo, passing San Antonio and finishing
in Nacogdoches, not far from the border with Louisiana. Although it would only find the ruins of Fort
Saint-Louis, which had been already abandoned by
the French because of Indian harassment, epidemics,
and bad weather, the de León expedition would lay
the foundations of the Camino Real de Tierra Afuera del Oriente, more widely known as Camino Real
de los Tejas, the main communication route of what
was soon to become the province of Texas. Spanish

presence was becoming more and more visible in the
region. On January 23, 1691, the Viceroy De la Cerda
appointed the first governor of the province of Texas,
Domingo Terán de los Ríos. The administration of this
distant province was already climbing to the top of
the viceroy’s agenda.

1680-1693: The missionary vanguard
The vanguard of the Spanish more permanent presence in the new province came undoubtedly from the
missionaries. Although the first mission in this territory was established in 1635 around present-day San
Angelo, it was not until the late 17th century that the
missionary impulse would gain enough momentum.
On the one hand, the important revolt of the Pueblo
Indians in the province of Santa Fe in 1680 forced
many missionaries and Indians to take refuge in the El
Paso region, where the missions of Corpus Christi de
la Ysleta, Nuestra Señora de la Limpia Concepción del
Socorro and San Antonio de Senecú were established.
On the other hand, from 1690 a recovered calm in the
eastern area allowed the Majorcan father Massanet,
from the Franciscan convent of Querétaro, to initiate the evangelization of the Tejas Indians. In May that
year, advancing along the Camino Real, Massanet and
three companions, escorted by a hundred soldiers,
reached the outskirts of the main settlement of the
Tejas, in the vicinity of present-day Augusta, and built
a complex made up by a church and a missionaries
residence which would be called San Francisco de los
Tejas. However, the increasing hostility of the Indians,
the pessimism of the missionaries, and the skepticism
of the authorities would motivate their eviction just
three years later.
The missions, always associated with the presidio,
were a constant in Texan territory since the late 17th
19
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The presidio of San Antonio de Bexar was founded in May 1718 to
protect a nearby mission established by father Antonio de Olivares and governor Martín de Alarcón on the banks of the San Antonio River. Most Spanish presidios in Texas had a similar layout,
as appreciated in this map of San Antonio. © General Archive of
the Indies

century. Their basic goal was to 'reduce' the nomadic tribes, that is, to gather them around permanent
settlements, which made it possible to convert them
to Christianity as well as to instruct them in the basic trades of agriculture and crafts. Missionary work
was considered to be temporary, so once these objectives had been achieved, the missions were bound
to be 'secularized', that is, handed over to the local
diocese and administered by the regular clergy. The
fact that this missionary work could contribute to the
creation of a mass of Catholic subjects loyal to the
Spanish Crown explains the missions’ intimate link
with the colonial administration, which supervised,
coordinated, and offered the missions military protection against the Indians. In Texas, missionary work
was undertaken by the Franciscan Order, which, from
their convents in Querétaro and Zacatecas, spread
throughout Texan territory the work of protection and
integration of the Indians in the Spanish Crown which
had already been codified in the Laws of the Indies.
20

Between 1632 (when the first mission was established
in present-day San Angelo, remaining active for only
six months) and 1793 (when Nuestra Señora del Refugio was founded in present-day Calhoun County),
the total number of missions established in Texan territory was thirty-five. Their foundation was the result
of different evangelization waves. They would never
be active at the same time, and their activity tended
to decrease over the decades. While there were seven missions at work in 1780, looked after by a total
of nine missionaries, there were only four of them by
1821. On the one hand, it was difficult for the missionaries to gather around them a significant number of
Indians due to diseases, low birth rates, the rejection
of sedentary life, and the hostility of the Indians to the
treatment to which they were frequently subjected by
the presidios. And, on the other hand, the missions, in
need for military protection, represented a burden for
the colonial budget, which meant that the authorities’
commitment to their maintenance was often weak
and intermittent.

1718-1731: The origins of San Antonio
The establishment in 1716 of four other missions and
a presidio around Nacogdoches, also in the eastern
region, would align the interests of father Antonio de
Olivares and governor Martín de Alarcón. Since a first
exploration a few years earlier, Olivares had not stopped trying to set up a mission on the banks of the San
Antonio River—he had even traveled to Spain with the
aim of persuading the authorities of the necessity for
a mission "to teach the Indians everything that should
be required to become useful and capable citizens".
For Alarcón, on the other hand, supplying the precarious eastern missions required an intermediate settlement between the Rio Grande and Nacogdoches. In
1716 the viceroy marquis de Valero finally approved

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

the establishment of a presidio and a mission in the
area suggested by father Antonio. In April 1718, Martín de Alarcón led an expedition to the San Antonio
River made up by more than seventy people, almost
six hundred horses, and six herds of mules. Upon their
arrival, the group built a provisional building that served as a mission and, two kilometers to the north, did
the same with a presidio. On May 1, the governor gave
the new mission of San Antonio de Valero to father Antonio and, four days later, the presidio of San Antonio
de Bexar was officially founded, around which settlers
already settled. Over the years, the foundation of one
new mission (San José and San Miguel de Aguayo in
1720) and the relocation of four existing ones (Concepción, San Francisco de la Espada and San Juan
Capistrano in 1731, Nuestra Señora de la Bahía del Espíritu Santo in 1740) would result into the important
chain of missions located along the San Antonio River.
It is likely that, in the settlement of the lands around the
presidio of San Antonio de Bexar, human passions carried a weight equal to or even greater than genuinely
strategic reasons. In 1719 there was a French inroad into
eastern Texas that led to the abandonment of several
missions and the garrisons that protected them. The
marquis of San Miguel de Aguayo, as new governor
and captain general of Texas and Cohauila, responded bluntly with a military expedition that allowed the
return of the old missionaries and even the establishment of new missions. Going a step further, he laid out
an ambitious plan of colonization aimed at strengthening the Spanish presence in the area and initiated procedures for its approval by the Crown.
Not everyone in the colonial administration regarded this initiative favorably—Juan Vázquez de Acuña, marquis of Casa Fuerte and viceroy of New Spain,
would later play down the alleged threat, veiledly

The settlement of the city of San Antonio began in 1731 when a
number of families were sent from the Canary Islands to settle
in those lands. In a royal document issued on February 14, 1729,
King Philip V stated that he had “determined and ordered that
for the peacefulness and security of the provinces (...) four hundred families should be sent from the Canary Islands”. © Prado
Museum

accusing the governor of cowardice and excessive
ambition, when he affirmed that "the invasion by the
French of the province of Texas has no significance because it was only a robbery made by seven soldiers".
Be that as it may, the governor skillfully asserted his
claims in Madrid, since on February 14, 1729, on a royal document, Philip V ordered that "for the greater
security of the aforementioned provinces as for the
saving of expenses of my Real Treasury (...) two hundred Spanish families from Galicia, the Canary Islands
and Havana should arrive, as these people are more
21

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

suited to work". Although the plan’s initial ambition
would finally be reduced, the royal order did not take
long to materialize: ten families—seven of them from
Teguise, Lanzarote—in addition to a groom, representing a total of fifty-four people, twenty-five women
and twenty-nine men, aged between one and fiftyfour with an average of twenty, volunteered to settle
in the inhospitable territories of the province of Texas.
The families, gathered in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, finally set sail on March 27. They traveled on two ships,
the Santísima Trinidad and Nuestra Señora del Rosario, under Captain Jacinto Mesa’s command. After a

month and a half crossing the Atlantic, they arrived
to Havana on May 10 and, shortly after, to Veracruz.
From this Mexican port they started an epic overland journey that, passing through Cholula and Saltillo, would reach the presidio of San Antonio seven
months later. They advanced sluggishly in a row formed by men on horseback, carts drawn by oxen and
mules in which women and children stayed, and cattle. They traveled from dawn to sunset and, at night,
they built camps in which the carts were arranged
in a circle, with the tents and livestock in the center,
and several sentinels distributed along the perimeter. Although it must have been a tiresome journey,

Dr. Felix D. Almaraz, Jr.

DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF BORDERLANDS AND
TEXAS HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO

Spain’s presence
in Texas antedated
the Battle of the Alamo by 150
years. Sadly, the impact of the
thirteen days of conflict in 1836
for a long time obscured the
significance of the Spanish saga
in Texas. Fifty years ago, upon
returning home from the University of New Mexico, impressed by the deeply rooted appreciation of the Spanish legacy
in that region, I confronted an
incomplete narrative, inscribed
in an official Texas marker to
celebrate 250 years of Spain in
22

Texas, that conferred full credit
to governor Martín de Alarcón
for the founding of the Mission
of San Antonio de Valero, ignoring altogether the many years
of advocacy and work of fray
Antonio San Buenaventura de
Olivares. A half-century later,
in this year of 2018, I had a rare
opportunity to correct that
oversight. On May 1, 2018, at
San Pedro Springs, fray Antonio
Olivares, of Moguer, province of
Andalusia (now Huelva), gained
his rightful place, after 300
years, as the founder of Spa-

nish Texas. Likewise, two years
earlier in 1716, captain Domingo
Ramón, leader of an entrada
of occupation in east Texas,
included in his entourage a
herd of two thousand heads of
major livestock that definitely
antedated the famous long
drives of cattle north into the
Mid-West in the literature of
the late 1860s. The foregoing
is the start of a renaissance of
Spain in Texas. As good friend,
Dr. Alfonso Chiscano, renowned
cardiologist, is found of saying:
“And more to come!”
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there were also reasons for joy: at the beginning of
the fall of 1730, when the settlers were in Quaticlán,
Antonio Rodríguez, 28, and Josefa Niz, 18, both from
Gran Canaria, celebrated their wedding. They must
have danced sorondongos and sirinoques, accompanied by guitars, whistles, and drums. Seldom had
such melodies been heard on the northern border of
New Spain.
The arrival at the presidio of San Antonio occurred on
March 9, 1731. It was decided to place the settlement
within a rifle shot from the west of the garrison, on
a slightly elevated hill, so that the protection of the
newcomers against possible Indian attacks was immediate. The first activities of the settlers were aimed
at securing their future sustenance in front of the imminent cessation of the assistance that the Crown had
provided them since they left the Canary Islands behind: cultivation land was distributed to each family
and pastures for grazing were demarcated. Once the
city plan had been drawn on the ground, streets were
labeled. As the days went by, a bunch of adobe and
wooden houses, with twenty-three blocks arranged
around a large central plaza dominated by the council
building and the church, took shape. The propios, the
dehesa and the ejido surrounded the settlement, as
befitted a cattle-farming city.
On August 1 of the same year, the first city council of
the province of Texas was elected, made up exclusively by Canary islanders and presided over by the
mayor, Juan Leal Goraz, 54. One of the first deliberations in the council was the election of a name for
the settlement. Most of the proposals could only be
but evident: Gran Canaria, Santa Cruz, Nuevo Arrecife. In the end the viewpoint of viceroy Casafuerte was
adopted: San Fernando, in honor of the Prince of Asturias, future Ferdinard VI. Over the years, however,

it would be the name of the already existing presidio,
San Antonio, which would eventually prevail.
If there is one thing that Canary families found in the
province of Texas it was land. This was not only very
abundant but, in the main areas of colonization, it was
also quite fertile, ideal for agriculture and cattle farming but also rich in game and wild fruits. Agriculture, however, required the implementation of efficient
irrigation systems and it was the missionaries who,
adapting a long Iberian tradition of Muslim origins,
first made use of them in the 'reductions'. The main
crop was corn, but there were also plenty of beans,
chiles and sugarcane, cultivated by a labor force composed by settlers and the few 'Christianized' Indians
who had agreed to become sedentary. In any case, if
something defined the Texan colonial economy was
the importance of cattle farming. The first expedition that brought into the province significant numbers of cattle (around four hundred sheep and three
hundred cows, from nearby Nuevo León) dates from
1721. Shortly after, however, cattle had already become the main Texan export: cows and the renowned
mustang horses during the 18th century, and horses
and mules in the first decades of the 19th. Far from
being the harmonious community that many settlers
hoped to build and that the unlimited availability of
land seemed to guarantee, archival records are filled
with references to constant confrontations between
the garrison, the missions, and the settlers. The distribution of land and the use of water and pasture were
at the origin of most conflicts in the new settlement.

1762-1783: International politics 		
and internal reorganization
The last stage of the Spanish presence in Texas would
open with a bit of irony. By the middle of the 18th cen23
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tury, in this mix of unexpected events and more or less
strategic decisions that runs through its whole colonial history, Texas had ended up being an integral part
of the viceroyalty as a borderland province. The defense against a hypothetical French inroad as well as
the need to create a series of 'reductions' of natives
loyal to the Spanish monarch justified the interest and
support with which, more or less intermittently, the
colonial authorities provided this territory. But the policy of the European chancelleries would come, from
the palace of Fontainebleau, on the outskirts of Paris,
to alter what had been the raison d'être of Texas for
at least a century. In 1762, as part of the negotiations
that ended the Seven Years' War, Louis XV of France
and Charles III of Spain agreed the cession of French
Louisiana to the Spanish Crown. With the pen stroke
that put the kings’ signatures on the treaty, Texas lost
its status as a borderland province, which moved
eastward to Louisiana. It was no longer the French
threat that hovered over the viceroyalty’s rich mining
districts but the British, and very soon the American,
that started to do so over the waters of the Mississippi.
During the last quarter of the 18th century, the dramatic modification of its role within the viceroyalty would
spur a period of continuous change. Together with the
reformist spirit that would characterize the reigns of
Philip V and especially of Charles III, the cessation of
the French threat proved the need to rationalize the
administration and finances of the province. If the establishment of missions, presidios, and settlements
had already been the object of suspicion and conflicts
among the colonial authorities during previous years,
now the need to maintain garrisons and ‘reductions’
made even less sense, as it was an important hindrance on the battered colonial budget.
In 1765 José de Gálvez was sent as 'general visitor' to
24

evaluate the situation of New Spain’s northern border. For his part, Cayetano Pignatelli, marquis of Rubí,
made a series of inspections around the province’s garrisons between 1767 and 1768. The reports drafted by
Rubí, of a more military nature, and by Gálvez, more
political, would eventually turn into the important Reglamento de Presidios (Statute of Garrisons) of 1772,
approved during the term of viceroy Antonio María de
Bucareli, and that would involve a fundamental change in the strategy followed in Texas. The main objective
of the Crown in this territory was no longer defensive,
but became an offensive one—the uninterrupted war
against the Indians, especially the fearsome Apaches,
who, in a context of increasing shortage of pastures,
ransacked Spanish ranches more and more frequently.
As a result of this shift in priorities, the entire northern
frontier was elevated to an independent jurisdiction,
the Comandancia General de las Provincias Internas,
run by officers independent from the viceroy. By 1776,
by the time José de Galvez had been appointed as the
new almighty Minister of the Indies, the reorganization
in the province of Texas was already substantial: the
capital had been moved from Los Adaes to the more
central settlement of San Antonio de Bejar, several
military garrisons had been completely suppressed in
the East, and only two presidios (one of them at San
Antonio) and a fort, preserved.
The period of reforms in Texas coincided with the
shock that the declaration of independence of the
North American British colonies in 1776 represented
throughout the whole American continent. After an
initial attempt of mediation by Charles III, the confrontation with England over the Atlantic supremacy
and the alliance signed with France—one of the first
international supports of the insurgents—motivated
the Spanish Crown to eventually lend its financial and
naval aid to the colonies. This was done despite the
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the capture of the British forts along the Mississippi,
of Baton Rouge, Mobile and, especially, of Pensacola, a campaign that allowed the recovery of Florida
from the British and diverted their attention from the
northernmost war front. In recognition of the services
rendered, Charles III granted Bernardo de Gálvez the
title of count de Gálvez, in addition to renaming the
old French enclave of San Luis, on the Texan coast, as
Galveston.

1795-1810: A new neighbor

Bernardo de Gálvez occupies a prominent place in the Spanish
intervention in support of American independence. As governor
of Louisiana, he led the Spanish troops in the takeover of Baton Rouge, Mobile and, especially, Pensacola. It is in his honor
that the Texan city of Galveston received its name. © Wikimedia
Commons

evident risk that a group of independent colonies led
by a liberal elite posed for the Spanish possessions in
America. In June 1779 Spain procclaimed its decision
to go to war. Although the Spanish theater of operations in North America was located mainly in Louisiana, where supplies and weapons sent from La Coruña
and other Atlantic ports arrived via Havana, the Spanish intervention would leave an evident trace in Texan
territory. Bernardo de Gálvez, José's nephew and governor of Louisiana since 1777, would successfully lead

As the aggressive policy against Indian attacks was
taking effect from the 1780s onwards, it was the recognition of the sovereignty of the newly independent
colonies and their subsequent westward expansion
that now became the prime concern of the colonial
administration. In 1795 Spain was forced to abandon
its territorial claims on Florida by the Treaty of San Lorenzo. In 1803 US took control of Louisiana and Texas
recovered its old identity as a frontier land. In 1805
several American contingents invaded Texan territory
and advanced up to the east bank of the Sabine River,
where they were successfully repelled by commander general Nemesio Salcedo. Contradicting the peace agreements that had put an end to the war with
England, the US claimed those lands for themselves.
According to their interpretation, American sovereignty over the territories that had made up the former
French colony of Louisiana included also the province
of Texas. Not in vain, they claimed, had this territory
been originally colonized by the failed expedition of
the Frenchman Cavelier de La Salle almost a century
and a half before, with Spanish domain never being
effective in this area either before or after. Only the
Adams-Onís Treaty, signed in 1819 between Ferdinard
VII of Spain and the US government of James Monroe,
would put an end to this controversy. The definitive
25
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borders between the US and the viceroyalty were fixed at the Sabine, Red and Arkansas Rivers, so that,
to the east, the Spanish Crown retained Texas in exchange for the definitive loss of Florida and the navigation rights in the Mississippi.
Far from being only a military or political problem, the
new American threat was rooted in deeper causes.
That the nature of the problem was fundamentally
demographic was something that did not go unnoticed, both to locals and to foreigners. During the discussions that preceded the peace between England
and the US in 1783, the secretary of the Commander
of the Provincias Internas, Juan Gasiot, with an eye
on the excess population generated by those lands
east of the Mississippi, had already warned that "they
will come up to the edges of our possessions, where
it will be necessary to stop them". The reverse of this
demographic explosion is provided, in a very graphic
way, by Alexander Von Humboldt in his Political Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain, published in Paris
in 1811. The German geographer and naturalist, who
visited the viceroyalty between 1803-1804 as a stage
in his travels throughout South America, wrote about
Texas: "This immense country, endowed by the nature
with the most precious goods, situated under a beautiful sky in the temperate zone, and towards the shore
of the tropics, is for the most part a wild desert, still
more depopulated than Asian Russia". The comparison with Russia was not a literary device: according
to the notes by Von Humboldt, population density in
Texas in 1803 was only two inhabitants per squared
league, a proportion in line with what Lapland had at
that time and that was far from the three hundred inhabitants per squared league that the main centers of
the viceroyalty such as Mexico City or Puebla exhibited. The restrictive policies set in motion by the colonial authorities, prohibiting immigration into Texan
26

territory, were becoming less and less effective. Since
the last decade of the 18th century illegal inroads and
settlements in eastern Texas were becoming frequent.

1810-1821: External threats and 		
internal unstability
The American demographic and military threat, from
the outside, and the spread of revolutionary ideals that
agglutinated the growing discontent against the colonial administration, from within, would unite from 1810
onwards to create a perfect storm that would ruin, in
just ten years, Spanish power in Texas. In September
that year, with the famous Grito de Dolores, father
Miguel Hidalgo began the first phase of the fight for
Mexico’s independence. Although with epicenters in
Guadalajara and Guanajuato, the revolution would
momentarily triumph in San Antonio to be finally crushed by loyalist forces. Shortly afterwards, a group of
fugitive revolutionaries, led by Bernardo Gutiérrez and
supported by the lieutenant of the American army
Augustus W. Magee, would invade Texas from Louisiana, where they had taken refuge, with the aim of establishing an independent republic from Spain. After
some initial victories in Nacogdoches and Trinity, the
so-called Gutiérrrez-Magee Expedition would be defeated by brigadier general Joaquín de Arredondo in
the Medina River in 1813.
Arredondo, in charge of the administration of the eastern part of the Provinces, would be precisely one of
the last officers to remain loyal to the Spanish Crown.
Although reluctant to join the independence movement, he would eventually be forced to accept that
most of his subordinates were no longer with him. In
recent years there were constant complaints by Texas'
governor Antonio María Martínez on the situation of
the province — the letters he kept sending to his su-

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

periors described the shortages of food, the low professionalism of the troops or the shortage of work tools
to perform the most basic tasks. Given this scenario, it
is not strange that many officers put their hopes in the
promises of emancipation that ran throughout the viceroyalty with increasing intensity.
When in 1821 Agustín de Iturbide proclaimed the Plan
of Iguala, in which New Spain was proclaimed a sovereign and independent country, governor Martínez
quickly joined the oath of independence and on July
18 issued orders demanding that the entire population of Texas submit to the authority of Iturbide. At the
ceremony held in San Antonio, each garrison officer,
with his hands on the hilt of his sword and in front of

a crucifix and the Gospels, swore to be faithful to the
Catholic religion, preserve the independence of Mexico, and maintain harmony between Europeans and
natives. Spanish rule in Texas ended up without any
bloodshed, fueled by a much more powerful current
of discontent and boredom. Shortly after Arrendondo, always loyal to the Crown, left Mexico for Cuba,
Martínez signed the first settlement permit ever issued in Texas to an Anglo-American settler, one Moses Austin. After three centuries of Spanish presence,
a new identity was beginning to make its way into these lands.

Thomas Chavez

HISTORIAN AND WRITER, FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM OF THE
GOVERNORS’ PALACE AT SANTA FE (NEW MEXICO) AND OF THE NATIONAL
CULTURAL HISPANIC CENTRE AT ALBUQUERQUE (NEW MEXICO)
The cultural heritage
of the United States
is rich and many-faceted. From
the antecedents of the many
Native peoples to the influx of
Europe, its DNA obviously is inclusive and reflective of its true
history. The story of Texas is a
prime example of this reality.
From the seeds of the first explorations, missions, and settlements in 1680 in west Texas
and 1690 in east Texas to the

establishment of the mission
and settlement of San Antonio
de Valero in April of 1718, the
stamp and influence of Spanish
culture has persisted so that
today it is undeniably a significant part of the American
experience. This includes one of
the first recorded cattle drives
that took place in 1780 when
a herd was moved from Texas
to Louisiana to feed the Spanish troops fighting the British
during the revolution that

resulted in the independence
of the United States. Or, that
Galveston, Texas, is named for
the Spanish commander who
led those troops.
Truly, Spain’s contributions
are evident in San Antonio and
Texas. Centuries of Hispanic influence is obvious everywhere;
from the place names, the food,
and, especially, the language.
San Antonio is an example of a
beautiful and rich heritage.
27
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During the last quarter of the 18th century the end of the French
threat, increasing Indian attacks, and budget constraints encouraged colonial authorities to rearrange the administration of
the northern borderlands. They became an independent jurisdiction under a general commander. Each province was in turn run
by a governor, such as Jose de Irigoyen who left Cádiz for Texas
in 1797. © General Archive of the Indies

Afterword: incorporation into the US
Beginning in 1821, the excess population that had
been waiting impatiently for years at the edges of
Texas could finally satisfy their thirst for new lands.
Mexico relaxed the migratory restrictions that had
prevailed in colonial times and even encouraged the
arrival of settlers who could contribute to the deve28

lopment of these sparsely populated lands. The new
population, of Anglo-Saxon origin and Protestant religion, starkly contrasted with the mestizo and Catholic
character of the just three thousand inhabitants that
Texas had at that time. The imbalance between the
newcomers and the native population only accentuated with the years, until Texan identity and Texans’
most immediate cultural references had substantially
been modified. In 1836, a revolution against the Mexican centralism of President Antonio López de Santa
Anna derived, under the leadership of Stephen F. Austin, son of Moses, in the proclamation of the Republic
of Texas. In 1845, the US, counting on the support of
many Texans gathered around Sam Houston, annexed
the new republic. The signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo in 1848, which incarnated the resounding defeat of Mexico in front of American expansionism, meant the incorporation into the US of the
territory occupied by present-day Arizona, California,
Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, and parts of Colorado,
Wyoming, Kansas and Oklahoma. Perhaps without
fully understanding the significance of this cession,
the US sealed its destiny as a diverse nation, in which
its original Anglo-Saxon impulse was intertwined with
the powerful cultural heritage that the Spaniards had
cultivated in those lands since their arrival more than
three hundred years ago.

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

Milestones of the Spanish 			
presence in Texas

1519

Alonso Álvarez de Pineda explores the northern coast
of the Gulf of Mexico. His map shows the existence of
Texas for the first time.

1528

Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca starts his journey
throughout the US South. His Naufragios (Shipwrecks) represents the first written testimony about
Texas.

1540

Francisco Vázquez de Coronado crosses northern
Texas in his search for the Great Quivira.

San Francisco de los Tejas in eastern Texas.

1691

Viceroy Gaspar de la Cerda appoints Domingo Terán
de los Ríos as the first governor of Texas.

1716

Domingo Ramón establishes four missions and a prison around Nacogdoches, on the border with French
Louisiana.

1718

In early May governor Martín de Alarcón establishes
the presidio of San Antonio de Bexar and the mission
of San Antonio de Valero, entrusting father Antonio
de Olivares with its management.

1731

Luis de Moscoso explores eastern Texas after Hernando de Soto had died on the Mississippi River’s
banks.

In early March ten families from the Canary Islands
settle next to the presidio of San Antonio de Bexar.
The first city council ever held in Texas agrees to
name the settlement San Fernando de Béjar in honor
of future Ferdinard VI.

1680

1762

1543

Franciscan missionaries fleeing the Pueblo revolt
in Santa Fe set up three missions around El Paso.
This event marks the start of systematic missionary
presence in Texas.

1685

Governor Alonso de León leads several expeditions
to eastern Texas to assess the extent of the French
threat. The route followed lays the foundation for the
Camino Real de los Tejas.

1690

Father Damián Massanet establishes the mission of

The Treaty of Fontainebleau obliges France to hand
over French Louisiana to the Spanish Crown. Texas
loses its character of borderland province.

1772

The inspections of José de Gálvez and the marquis
of Rubí are materialized in the Statute of presidios.
The role of Texas within the viceroyalty undergoes
important changes.

1779

Spain goes to war with England in support of the thirteen colonies.
29
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1781

Bernardo de Gálvez captures Pensacola from the
British. A Texan coastal settlement is baptized as
Galveston in his honor.

1782

The Treaty of Paris marks the end of hostilities between Spain and England.

1810

Father Miguel Hidalgo begins the first phase of
Mexico's struggle for independence with his famous
Grito de Dolores.

1812

The Gutiérrez-Magee expedition, a contingent of
rebellious hidalguistas supported by the US military,
invades eastern Texas. Loyalist troops defeats it in
the Medina river.

1819

Ferdinard VII and James Monroe sign the Treaty of
Adams-Onís. The borders in North America between
the Spanish Crown and the US are demarcated.

1821

Governor Antonio María Martínez supports Iturbide’s
Plan of Iguala and declares in San Antonio Texan
independence from the Spanish Crown. General Joaquín Arredondo remains loyal to the Crown and goes
into exile in Cuba.

1836

A revolution led by Stephen Austin against the
centralism of President Santa Anna results into the
independence of Texas from Mexico.

1845
30

The US annexes Texas with the support of many
Texans led by Sam Houston.

1848

The defeat of Mexico in the war against the US culminates in the Guadalupe-Hidalgo Treaty. The US gains
a clear Hispanic identity thanks to the incorporation
into its territory of the current Arizona, California,
Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, as well as parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas and Oklahoma.
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Back to INDEX

A century-old 		
identity projected
into the 21st century
The Spanish cultural heritage in Texas

Madrid, early fifties. Beautiful Ava Gardner walks
along the streets at night making regulars at Perico
Chicote's bar fall in love with her. Ernest Hemingway
attends bullfights in Las Ventas and then sits down for
coffee at Plaza de Santa Ana. Americans have finally
arrived in Spain: bienvenido, Mr. Marshall!. Oblivious
to the party that starts, an industrial tycoon wanders
around the halls of the Prado Museum accompanied
by his wife. While waiting for his negotiations with
the Spanish government on exclusive oil prospecting
rights to be settled, he spends his days between the
Ritz Hotel, where the couple is staying, and the Museum, where he has just discovered the old Spanish
masters. We simply do not know, but why not to imagine an exchange of glances between him, Algur H.

Meadows, and Velázquez, who is painting the king’s
daughter and his ladies-in-waiting in Las Meninas. Or
with the Goya who kicks off modernity while portraying the family of Charles IV. Why not to imagine that
it is at this precise moment when the revelation occurs. It was not under the Spanish ground that Algur
Meadows found oil but on its canvases. Years later
he would admit: "I had this obsession. I kept thinking
about what would happen if I could create an art collection in Dallas that was like a miniature Prado". The
collection and future Meadows museum, 'the Prado of
the Prairie', had been born, the most important reference point for Spanish art in the US.
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sures from the House of Alba, September 2015 - January 2016), the Spanish art of the early 20th century
(Modern Spanish Art, October 2016 - January 2017)
or some of the most unknown paintings by the Sevillian Zurbarán (Zurbaran: Jacob and His Twelwe Sons,
September 2017 - January 2018).

In 2012 a number of masterpieces from the Prado Museum in Madrid travelled to Texas for the first time on occasion of the exhibition Portraits of Spain held in the Museum of Fine Arts of Houston. Among them, visitors could admire "Nude Old Man in the
Sun" painted by Mariano Fortuny around 1871. © Prado Museum

Spanish art in Texas
In recent years, thanks to the Meadows Museum and
stimulated by the novel obsession of its founder for
Spanish art, the citizens of Texas and generally the
Southwest have been able to learn about the link between fashion and art present in Balenciaga's creations
(Balenciaga and His Legacy, February - June 2007),
the close relationship between Sorolla’s works and
the US (Sorolla and America, December 2013 - April
2014), Columbus’ manuscripts or the list of the crew
members who first arrived in America in 1492 (Trea32

The Virginia Meadows Museum was born in 1965,
when Algur Meadows donated his Spanish art collection to the Southern Methodist University in order to
create a museum in memory of his recently deceased wife. This Museum treasures Spanish art from
the 10th to the late 20th century—with special focus
on the Spanish masters of the 17th and 18th centuries, such as Velázquez, Zurbarán, Murillo and Goya.
Thanks to a new building inaugurated in 2001 by King
Juan Carlos, new acquisitions, a library specialized in
Spanish art and history containing more than 2,000
volumes, and several agreements with Spanish institutions, such as the Museo del Prado, the Meadows
has established itself as one of the main driving forces
for the expansion of Spanish culture and art both in
Texas and across the US. Additional successful initiatives worth mentioning would be Portraits of Spain.
Masterpieces from the Prado, an exhibition held at
the Museum of Fine Arts of Houston in 2012, thanks to
which works from the Prado Museum were displayed
for the first time in the US; or, with a more didactic
purpose, the traveling exhibition "Designing America. Spain's Imprint in the US", which after travelling
to Madrid, Washington, Houston, and Santa Barbara,
will show the citizens of San Antonio starting in June
2018 how Spain contributed to shape the urban and
territorial layout of the US.
The Meadows collection has gradually grown to include more contemporary Spanish works, showing how
the interest that Spanish culture currently sparks in
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the US has abandoned the late-19th century. From
the earlier focus exhibted by American collectionists
on an exotic backwardness—obsessed with baroque
chiaroscuros and dark paintings—, the Meadows collection has progressively embraced a more nuanced
image of Spain, much more in keeping with its actual
richness and diversity. The shared history between
Texas and Spain, from the first visits by explorers
during the early 16th century to the independence of
Mexico three hundred years later, laid the foundations
for a very fruitful cultural exchange that has extended
over the centuries. The encounter between the language, religion, customs and institutions of the different peoples who have inhabited those lands gave rise
to a new identity in which, nevertheless, original contributions can still be clearly observed. The influence of the Golden Age Spanish art and architecture,
already noticeable in the colonial missionary complexes, is an outstanding example of this exchange.
In fact, there are very few social and cultural manifestations that have remained alien to this exchange
between the Southwest and Spain.

The Spanish in Texas, a language
in ascent
The Spanish language is possibly the most obvious
manifestation of the cultural exchange between Spain
and Texas, and also the one which is most alive. No
wonder that Thomas Jefferson learnt Spanish by reading Don Quixote while crossing the Atlantic on his
way to Europe and told his family that Spanish was
a modern language that every American needed to
learn in order to interact with the sister republics in
the Americas.

Mark A. Roglán

THE LINDA P. AND
WILLIAM A. CUSTARD
DIRECTOR OF THE
MEADOWS MUSEUM AND
CENTENNIAL CHAIR IN
THE MEADOWS SCHOOL
OF THE ARTS
Texas is extremely proud of its
heritage and celebrates the flags
that have flown over it, one of which is
Spain’s. This legacy continues with the Meadows Museum serving as a bridge between
the two. Thanks to Algur Meadows’ decision to establish this museum at Southern
Methodist University, we operate in a
unique setting that puts us in daily communication with some of the best and brightest
minds in multiple disciplines—science,
business, religion, to name a few—that help
us build this bridge. It’s a rich environment,
fertile soil for ideas to grow and crosspollinate, and one that only a university can
create. When combined with our collections, exhibitions, and programs, which
embrace art from all periods, the Meadows
becomes a permanent cultural embassy for
Spain in America.

More than one in ten inhabitants in the US speaks
Spanish, that is, around 13 percent of the popula33
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king community with Mexico and well ahead of countries such as Argentina and Spain. Only in Texas more
than ten million citizens—around 30 percent of the
population—communicate in this language, which
makes Texas the second state in the Union with the
largest number of Spanish speakers, after California.
Among these speakers, around one in four only speaks
Spanish.

After several business stays in Madrid during the early 50s, the
oil tycoon Algur H. Meadows initiated a private collection of Spanish old masters. The death of his wife Elizabeth encouraged him
to donate all the paintings to the Southern Methodist University
in order to establish the Virginia Meadows Museum, now one of
the reference centers of Spanish art in the US. © Meadows Museum

tion. Spanish is the most widely taught foreign language throughout the US, especially at high school
and university levels, far above others such as French
or Chinese. According to the Census Bureau, some
138 million Americans will speak Spanish by the year
2050—which will make the US one of the countries
with the largest population of Spanish speakers in the
world, contesting the leadership of the Spanish-spea34

Given its peculiarities, Texan Spanish and, in general,
the Spanish spoken in the whole Southwest, has received experts’ attention in recent decades, rescuing
this linguistic variety from what had become an unjust
oblivion. It is no coincidence that works on American
Spanish stand out from all Manuel Alvar’s scientific legacy—the undisputed authority in Hispanic Studies.
The human wealth that Texas, as a borderland, has
witnessed throughout history has imprinted a very
distinctive character to the Spanish spoken in the region. This linguistic variety has been shaped by many
factors, such as the specific linguistic varieties of the
first settlers (Canary islanders in the case of Texas),
the interaction of missionaries and settlers with the
Pueblo, Navajo and Apache Indians, the subsequent
arrival of massive numbers of English speakers, and,
finally, the growing Hispanic immigrant population,
especially of Mexicans but also Cubans, Puerto Ricans
and Central Americans. Upon the foundations provided by an old-fashioned Spanish, full of archaisms
(truje for traje, vide for ví) and popular uses (puédanos for podemos, traíba for traía), many native words
(milpa for cornfield, guaraches for sandals), anglicisms (baquiar for retreating, troca for truck) and
many Mexican voices (cachetazo, chueco) have been
added over the years.
It was precisely in Spanish that the inhabitants of the
Old World could read about the wealth of people and
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landscapes of what is now Texas for the first time. The
first edition of the Naufragios by Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca was published in Spain in 1542. This has
recently led the writer Steven L. Davis to place the
Spanish explorer at the origin of the Texan literary
tradition. The works by Rolando Hinojosa-Smith, a
Texan writer born in 1929, are a paradigmatic example
of the radical importance of language in naming frequently overlooked realities. Drawing from a diversity
of influences including 15th century Castilian classics
and the works by Pérez Galdós, Hinojosa-Smith uses
a classical Spanish style to give visibility to the identity of the Southwest Chicano communities. He has
been a frequent candidate for the Cervantes Prize due
to his innovative novels, often located in the fictional
county of Belken, on the border between Texas and
Mexico, which are regarded as a great contribution to
Spanish-language literature.
But, beyond literary creation, Texas has also become
a mandatory destination for scholars. In recent years
the Harry Ransom Center, at the University of Texas
at Austin, has gained an outstanding reputation as a
center of reference in the preservation of Latin American literature. In 2015, the Center purchased for more
than two million dollars Gabriel García Márquez’s personal archives, adding to other important existing collections such as the Jorge Luis Borges collection. In
the coming years the center’s strong commitment to
digitalization will enable the dissemination and study
by both experts and the general public of an essential
Spanish-language literary heritage.
Various initiatives have been launched in Texas in order to preserve and promote access to Spanish language and literature. The Visiting Teachers Program,
one of the most deeply-rooted in Texas, has allowed
Spanish teachers to teach at state schools since 1998.

The Naufragios, published in Spain in 1542, were written by Álvar
Núñez Cabeza de Vaca after wandering around the Southwest
for nine years. They showed Spanish readers the peoples and
landscapes of what is now Texas for the first time © Houghton
Library, Harvard University

The International Spanish Academies, a network of
US educational centers offering Spanish language
immersion, collaborate closely with the Spanish educational authorities with regards on methodology and
monitoring material. Between 2015 and 2016 the Institute Cervantes of Albuquerque taught Spanish courses in San Antonio as part of an agreement signed
with Texas A & M University. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation (on which the Cervantes Ins35
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Pau Gasol

PLAYER FOR THE SAN ANTONIO SPURS, 						
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

Texas (and, more
specifically, San
Antonio) has given me the opportunity to play in one of the
best NBA franchises. The Texan
territory hosts three NBA
franchises, and the San Antonio Spurs are, in my opinion,
a role model that many teams
have tried to replicate over the
past few years. Personally, it
is an honor to be part of this
great project, led by one of the
most respected and renowned
coaches in the league.
Beyond the professional sphere, Texas has a peculiar and
interesting history, which has
earned it the name of "the land
of the six flags". The Spanish,
the French, the Mexican, the
Republican, the Confederate,
and the American are the flags
that have waved over Texan
territory, shaping to a great
extent its citizens’ combative
character.
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The city of San Antonio has
also allowed me to continue
cultivating two of my great
passions. Whenever I arrive
in a new city, I try to feel part
of it, adding value in projects
aligned with my interests both
on and off the court. Culture
and humanitarian aid are two
of them.
For example, in San Antonio I
have the pleasure of collaborating with the San Antonio
Symphony as part of its advisory board, to divulge classical
music among the Texan audience and to promote the careers
of local musicians.

I am also still devoted to the
world of health and childhood,
dedicating part of my free time
to visiting children's hospitals.
In the Methodist Hospital of
San Antonio, one of the most
important children’s hospitals
in the city, I have shared very
special moments with children
who are struggling to beat cancer. Small heroes who smile at
life despite the situation they
are forced to live.
In short, Texas is a very special
territory that has given me the
opportunity to play with one of
the best NBA franchises, while
discovering places, people
and very special projects with
which I can continue cultivating my passions and do my bit
to improve the world.
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titute depends) and the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports join efforts in satisfying Texans’ growing
interest in the Spanish language.
The linguistic gap that has traditionally characterized
Southwestern societies (the dominance of English in
the public and institutional realms versus the presence of Spanish in domestic life) has started to blur
over the last decades as a result of all these initiatives and of the growing influence enjoyed by Hispanics in the US. At present, a large number of businesses and companies and, especially, official agencies
offer users and citizens information both in English
and Spanish. There are reasons to be very optimistic about the future of the Spanish language in Texas
and, in general, throughout the whole Southwest.
However, some risks do persist. Despite the solid and
growing presence of Spanish in the classroom, only a
few programs offer sufficient teaching time to allow
students reach advanced linguistic competences.
According to the experts, the basic concerns in the
most immediate horizon are related to the implementation of a greater number of immersion and intensive
programs, and the maintenance of dual training programs beyond primary education as well as a higher
valuation at the university level of the bilingual competencies of students. In the long term, it is essential
to train enough instructors as to guarantee the societal demand and to foster research on the teaching of
Spanish language to eventually ensure higher levels of
educational quality.

Colonial architecture, a universal
heritage
Far from being seen only as a vestige of the past or
as a mere witness of events, the historical heritage
linked to the Spanish presence in Texas and, in gene-

ral, to the state’s Hispanic identity has also witnessed
a flourishing in recent decades. Although Texas was
actually one of the first states in the Union to preserve
its historical wealth, the first initiatives undertaken in
this respect aimed primarily at commemorating and
celebrating a national identity which was often understood as essentially Anglo-Saxon. The recovery by
patriotic organizations at the end of the 19th century
of El Álamo and the San Jacinto battlefield, symbols
of Texas' independence against the Mexican threat,
are the most obvious example of these efforts. But,
little by little, there emerged a new conception that
paid more attention to heritage’s intrinsic value and
that, therefore, also laid its eyes on colonial times,
first by overwhelmingly feminine associations and
pioneers like Adina de Zavala, and then by public institutions. At the beginning of the 20th century, funds
were raised, for example, to restore the Governor's
Palace in San Antonio, one of the few Spanish aristocratic residences that remained in the city. Another
example: in 2004, the Camino Real de los Tejas was
declared a National Historical Trail. This trail crossed
the former province of Texas, connecting the north
of the viceroyalty with the more advanced eastern
missions and presidios, near Louisiana. Since then,
it has enjoyed the same protection as other eighteen
trails (four of Spanish origins, among them the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro) considered as articulating
axes of the US territory.
But perhaps where the ability of the Spanish heritage to continue encouraging the cultural cooperation
between Spain and Texas in the 21st century becomes
visible more vividly is in the old Franciscan missions.
In July 2015, the UNESCO World Heritage Committee registered in its official list a set of five Franciscan
missions and an associated ranch located around San
Antonio: San Antonio de Valero, San José y San Miguel
37
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The Franciscan missions around San Antonio are a clear example of the interaction between Spanish settlers and native cultures
experienced by Texas from the late 17th century onwards. In recognition of this, they were included in the UNESCO World Heritage List
in July 2015. © Wikimedia Commons

de Aguayo, Nuestra Señora de la Purísima Concepción
de Acuña, San Juan Capistrano, and San Francisco de
la Espada. This decision put to an end a long effort of
public recognition that had been initiated during the
1920s by the San Antonio Conservation Society and
had continued with the creation of the San Antonio
Missions National Historical Park in 1983. In the words
of the UNESCO experts, "the San Antonio missions are
unique in providing detailed evidence on the interaction between colonizers, missionaries and indigenous
communities".
Created between 1718 and 1740 along the fertile banks
of the San Antonio River, the architecture of the missions, with its churches, convents, workshops, squares and granaries, is not only a clear example of the
late colonial Baroque style, but, above all, witnesses
the mixing of Spanish and indigenous cultures. The
irrigation system at the missions is of Muslim inspiration but was later assimilated by the Spaniards to be
finally adapted to the peculiarities of the Texan territory by the natives themselves. It beautifully conden38

ses the genuine richness of the missions—an identity
that, without being totally Spanish nor totally native,
stems from both. With the official support of the Spanish authorities, the San Antonio missions, succeded
in their aspiration to become acknowledged as World
Heritage, laying the foundations for future collaboration in the realm of heritage preservation. The recognition by UNESCO of the role that the Franciscan missions of California could have had in the subsequent
configuration of the world's leading economy is now
emerging as a very exciting project for both Spain and
the US.

The Catholic heritage in Texas
The arrival of the Franciscan missionaries opened
the doors of Texas to Catholicism. The missionaries
adopted as main objective the religious conversion of
the Indians and their instruction in the Catholic faith,
something that was instrumental to the plans of the
Crown of creating a mass of loyal subjects able to
perform agricultural and craft work. The subsequent
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arrival of settlers from Spain and the viceroyalty of
New Spain and, with them, also the regular clergy,
would lay the foundations for the importance that the
Catholic Church currently has in this state, an influence that owes much to the recent arrival of Latin American immigrants.
According to the Census data, Texas has one of the
highest percentages of population with religious affiliation in the US. Despite the importance that Evan-

gelical Protestantism has in the state, 30 percent of
the population of Texas declares itself Catholic, which
puts Texas close to the national average and makes the
Catholic Church the first one by number of believers
among Christian churches in the state. Actually, Texas
is one of the states with the highest number of Catholics within the US. Among the emblems of Catholicism
in Texas is the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of Houston, which has capacity for almost 2,000 people. Its
construction was completed in 2008 and serves the

Anastasio Sánchez Zamorano

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CERVANTES INSTITUTE 					
AT ALBUQUERQUE (NEW MEXICO)

According to the
latest report of the
Instituto Cervantes, "Spanish,
a living language", in the United
States there are 52.6 million
people who speak Spanish and
it is estimated that by the year
2050 some 138 million Americans will be able to understand each other in Spanish,
becoming the country with the
highest number of speakers in
the world.
Texas, with 10.3 million Spanish
speakers, is the second state
in the country where Spanish
is spoken, only behind California, with about 15 million. Its

proximity to Mexico, in addition
to the economic weight of the
trade balance with this country
(some 160 billion dollars in exports), as well as the need for
bilingual workers in the South
and West, where the concentration of non-English speaking
residents is the highest, are
just some of the great strengths
and opportunities for Spanish
in the State of Texas.
Texas's commitment to Spanish
language has been strengthened in recent years. Out of the
1.370 Spanish visiting professors who come to the United
States every year, around 500

of them work in Texas. For its
part, Instituto Cervantes offers
the DELE Spanish diplomas in
many schools of the state.
However, there is still much
to do. The current political situation, the lack of specialized
training of Spanish teachers,
the limited success of bilingual
programs, the budgetary cuts
in education, and the low salaries of teachers, to name a few,
are some of the weaknesses
that we face when promoting
the Spanish language not only
in Texas but also in the rest of
the country.
39
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Juan Manuel
Bonet

DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTO
CERVANTES
On the eve of the tricentenary of the
foundation of San Antonio, a Spaniard can
not feel no emotion. Texas belonged to New Spain,
became Mexican after the American independence,
and since 1845 is American. About thirty percent of
its population has Hispanic origins. The United States
is a country where almost sixty million people speak
Spanish nowadays. Within a few decades there will
be more Spanish speakers there than in any other
country. The United States has a formidable tradition
of Hispanism. The Cervantes Institute has four centers there: at New York, Chicago, Albuquerque, and
Cambridge (the Observatory of the Spanish Language,
attached to Harvard University), besides the extensions at Seattle and precisely at San Antonio…
I know California and New Mexico, states with so
many Hispanic resonances too, but I have not yet
stepped on Texas. I wanna go. Because of San Antonio, El Álamo, or Laredo ... Because of the Bravo River
and its other rivers with Spanish names. Because of
Houston and its formidable De Menil Foundation,
where the Rothko chapel is ... Because of the cinema,
too ... Because of Dallas and its Meadows Museum,
with its exceptional Spanish artistic treasuries,
from Zurbarán, Velázquez or Carreño de Miranda, to
Sorolla, Zuloaga, Regoyos, Tàpies, Saura or Zóbel.
And because of Austin, where Ricardo Guillón taught
and where, between 1958 and 1978, The Texas Quarterly was published, a great magazine that in 1961
dedicated a number to our culture, with the cover by
Millares.
40

almost one and a half million believers of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston.

Melodies of settlers and missionaries
The missions were precisely one of the main centers in Texas for the dissemination of the Spanish
musical tradition. As in other domains of the Spanish Crown such as the plains of Chiquitos (now in
Bolivia) or the rainforests of the Paraná River (today in Paraguay and Argentina), the reducciones
of Indians located north of New Spain put music at
the center of the liturgy. Contrasting with the monophonic melodies of the natives, the new forms
that came from Spain, with a complex polyphony
of voices and instruments, expanded from the
main religious centers of the viceroyalty such as
Puebla de Zaragoza or Mexico City to the current
state of Texas via the missions. In this process, the
Franciscan missionaries had a key role in the creation of indigenous choirs and in teaching them to
play musical instruments such as the chirimia, the
bassoon or the organ. The presidios and the later
settlements of colonists would be the entry point
for much more popular musical genres, which
were frequently accompanied by the guitar.
The works of the American Americo Paredes on
the songs and folklore of the Texan-Mexican border confirm previous studies carried out by experts
such as Menéndez Pidal. Forms deeply rooted in
the newcomers’ culture, such as the medieval romance, the jota or popular songs, ended up giving
rise over the time to manifestations so typical of
the Southwestern Spanish-speaking communities
such as the corrido or the decimal, after successive
adaptations to the new context. All these influences make the US, and especially the Southwest, a
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The majority of the families who settled in San Antonio in 1731
came from Teguise, in Lanzarote, one of the Canary Islands. Almost 300 years after their arrival, the Canarian heritage is still
very much alive in Texas, as demonstrated by many linguistic
uses or some gastronomic customs. © Ofecome Miami

region particularly rich in popular musical manifestations of Spanish roots.
Given all this musical heritage, it is no coincidence
that this region of the US is also especially welcoming
of the most contemporary Spanish music: Spain is one
of the main guest countries at the international festival South by Southwest (SXSW), festival held annually
in Austin and the most important international gathering of pop-rock music. Thanks to the Sounds of Spain
platform, resulting from the joint efforts of institutions
such as ICEX and SGAE in order to promote Spanish
music abroad, bands such as Love of Lesbian, Mala
Rodríguez and Nacho Vegas have been able to sense
the promising future of Spanish music in the American
market, which sings more and more in this language.

The first fusion cuisines
Although the language, the historical heritage, or the
arts are among the main milestones of this journey
through the cultural exchange between Spain and
Texas, it is also necessary to conclude this trip with
a reference, however brief, to the Hispanic imprint in
the smells and flavors of traditional cuisine in Texas.
Often referred to as a lower-quality version of Mexican food, the so-called Tex-Mex cuisine has its deep

roots in the Spanish tradition used in order to make
the most of typical New World foods, such as corn
or beans. The important livestock culture has provided this state not only with the base of its traditional economy and the famous rodeos but also with an
exceptional raw material for its kitchen. The culture
of cowboys and cattle farming, so popular today in
Texas, traces its origins precisely to the first ranches
that missionaries and settlers established there in the
18th century. These farms were responsible for the
acclimatization of cattle and horses brought from the
neighboring Cohauila and Nuevo León in what were
the first cattle drives ever witnessed by the region.
The cattle, whose ancestry is found in the Andalusian
horse and in the marismeña cow, would end up evolving in the renowned mustang and longhorn breeds.
And in the same way that traditional irrigation systems condense a fertile cultural exchange, so does
Texan cuisine: for example, it is the presence of Canarian settlers with North African origins which would
explain the frequent use of cumin, a spice so typical of
the Maghreb kitchen, in Texan gastronomy.
As shown by the growing ascendancy of the Spanish
language or by the interest that Spanish art arouses
among Texans, the three hundred years of history
shared between Spain and Texas laid the foundations
for a culture that, at the beginning of the 21st century,
displays a renewed vitality. Driven by the recent rise
of communities from Mexico and other parts of Latin
America, the growing visibility that this Spanish heritage currently enjoys in the US represents at the same
time a just homage to the past and a promise for the
future. Homage to that North-South axis of Hispanic
nature that, in its encounter with the Anglo-Saxon
East-West axis, has become essential to properly understand the genuine identity of the US as a land of
encounter and exchange. And a promise, too, to continue delving during this new century in an exchange
full of opportunities for both sides of the Atlantic.
41
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Some data on the Spanish culture
in Texas
■ Dallas’ Meadows Museum has one of the most
important Spanish art collections in the US: it
gathers about one hundred paintings, twenty
sculptures, and three hundred and fifty works on
paper.
■ Between 2002-2017 the Museum organized
around fifty exhibitions devoted to Spanish themes, among them, some dedicated to Dalí, Goya
or Balenciaga.
■ More than ten million citizens, around 30 percent
of the total population, communicate in Spanish
in Texas.
■ The Cervantes Institute of Albuquerque extended its activity in Texas between 2015 and
2016, and continues collaborating with Texan
authorities in the official certification of Spanish
proficiency.
■ The Visiting Teachers Program of the Spanish
Ministry of Education currently has about five
hundred teachers in Texas—30 percent of all
those present in the US.
■ The Spanish Ministry of Education has two advisors in Texas, one in Houston and other in Austin,
and runs an Educational Office attached to the
Consulate General of Spain as well as a permanent Spanish Resource Center at Rice University,
both of them in Houston
■ Currently 7 centers affiliated to the US International Spanish Academies network are currenyly
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based in Texas—around 10 percent of the total in
the US.
■ The first literary testimony about Texas is the
Naufragios y comentarios, written by the Spanish
explorer Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca and published in Zamora in 1542.
■ The five Franciscan missions around San Antonio,
established between 1718 and 1740, were recognized as World Heritage by UNESCO in July 2015.
■ More than sixty Spanish groups have participated
in the South by Southwest (SXSW) festival consecutively since 2008.
■ Three Houses of Spain, located in Houston, Austin and Dallas, serve as a meeting place for the
numerous Spanish community in Texas, which
encompasses around 12,000 officially registered
Spanish individual, plus a large amount of unregistered ones.
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Back to INDEX

Opening roads to 			
a shared prosperity
The Spanish presence in the Texan economy

The first roads in Texas were Spanish. Entrusted with
the mission of assessing the reach of French meddling in the northeastern edges of New Spain, from
1685 onwards the explorer Alonso de León led several
overland expeditions throughout present-day Texas.
Although De León would only find the ruins of an
abandoned fort, these expeditions allowed to sketch
the contours of a road. It was more than 4,000 kilometers long and it crossed diagonally the inhospitable territory located between the current border with
Mexico and the state of Louisiana. The Camino Real
de los Tejas was born, one among several roads designed by the Spanish colonial authorities to link the
main centers of the viceroyalty that would facilitate
later in time the arrival of settlers to these uninhabi-

ted lands. However, what viceroy Gaspar de la Cerda and Alonso de León could have not imagined is
that, more than three hundred years later, the roads
of Texas, the most important road network in the US
with more than 500,000 kilometers in length, would
continue to have a clear Spanish character by the
hands of companies such as Ferrovial, OHL and ACS.
The last decade has witnessed how the Spanish commitment to the development and management of critical infrastructures in Texas has become more and
more visible. Since the acquisition of Texan Webber
in 2005, the Ferrovial Group has become one of the
main contractors in Texas. ACS landed in the US in
2007 and, through a policy of local purchases, has
43

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

Inaugurated in 1959, the Harbor Bridge, the largest cable-stayed bridge in the US, crosses the bay accessing the port of Corpus Christi.
Spanish infrastructure giant ACS is currently working on an ambitious remodeling project, which will allow entry to the larger vessels
that reach the Gulf of Mexico from the renewed Panama Canal. © Travis Witt

eventually accessed the construction market in the
whole Sunbelt. OHL, which started its activity in Texas
and California in 2013 after being in the US for several
years, is now one of the first construction companies
in the Southwest, with a portfolio of projects totaling
seventy-six million dollars. Benefits are mutual. On the
one hand, innovative and high-quality Spanish engineering is decisively contributing to solving the investment deficit and the congestion problems suffered
by the state's infrastructures. On the other hand, the
dynamism of the Texan economy has allowed Spanish
companies to diversify their business portfolio, a situation contrasting with a domestic market offering
much lower returns.

nomy and a growth rate that has turned this state into
the job creation engine of the US, the foundations
of its economy are solid and diversified. An attractive climate, its enormous energy wealth, a relatively
young and growing population, world-class education institutions, and a top infrastructure network
place Texas in an exceptional position to face growing
global competition. To these starting conditions the
efforts of successive governments to create an institutional environment conducive to business activity
have been added—with a flexible job market, a very
low tax burden, and public incentive programs aimed
at attracting new companies and highly-qualified professionals.

Texas, a dynamic economy open 		
to the world

As a result of all this, the consumer confidence index
in Texas shows an increase well above the national
trend—a situation which has undoubtedly facilitated
the arrival of companies and the growing diversification of the business fabric. With epicenters in Dallas,
Houston, and Austin, the petrochemical and energy
industry, high-tech manufacturing, the aerospace

As the infrastructure sector shows, Spanish companies have appreciated the great opportunities offered
by Texas to create and share value for more than a
decade. With a GDP equivalent to the 10th world eco44
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and defense sector, and companies dedicated to the
development of biotechnology and information technologies stand out among the Texan business landscape. With fifty of them, Texas is actually one of the
states with the largest presence of Fortune 500 companies.
Policies put in place by the authorities to make Texas
one of the most open economies within the US come
on the top of those optimal starting conditions, the
business-friendly institutional environment, and the
expanding business landscape. Figures speak for
themselves: Texas is the first state in volume of exports of the entire Union (worth 264 billion dollars in
2017, which means that around 18% of all US exports
originated in this state), the second in imports (worth
263 billion dollars in 2017, 11% of the national total),
and the third one in terms of reception of foreign investment (more than 1,400 projects worth 212 billion
dollars between 2011 and 2016).
With some 42,000 companies selling products
abroad (most of them of small-medium size), Texas
is the first state in the US in terms of the proportion
of jobs created by the export activity. The main products Texas sells abroad are fuels and petrochemical
products, machinery (both industrial and electronic),
as well as components of vehicles and aircrafts, with
Mexico (37% of the total), Canada (9%) and China
(6%) being the main destinations. The composition of
its main imports is very similar —dominated by machinery, fuels and petrochemicals, and components
for vehicles. As with the exports, most of the products purchased abroad by Texas come from Mexico
(34% of the total), China (16%) and Canada (7%). The
strength of this export activity is actually reflected in a
positive trade balance, amounting 800 million dollars
in 2017.

Francisco
González

GROUP EXECUTIVE
CHAIRMAN OF BBVA
BBVA’s U.S. expansion came after
it found success in Latin America
in the 1990s and early 2000s. There was no
better place than Texas for BBVA to start
that journey, for multiple reasons.
Initially, the similarities in Hispanic culture
and heritage between Spain and Texas made
for an easy entry when BBVA first invested
in a Texas bank in 2004 and took advantage of Texas’ cross-border synergies with
Mexico where BBVA has the largest banking
operation with BBVA Bancomer.
Texas’ strong economy lent ample opportunities for the bank to grow and expand its
business. The state’s diversified and dynamic economy – beyond oil and gas – has
been a key component to the bank’s prosperity in the US.
Today, BBVA is currently among the top 25
banks in the US, operating in thirteen states
and Texas continues to be our stronghold.
We are the largest regional bank in the state, and we are proud to call it home.
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US infrastructure deficit and urban growth in the Sunbelt during the last decades have given rise to congestion and mobility problems.
Spanish companies such as Ferrovial, which started its activities in Texas in 2005, are now strategic partners of the Texas government
in the design, construction and maintenance of highways and roads. © Ferrovial

With respect to foreign investment (FDI), Texas has
taken a leading position within the US but also globally. In 2016 more than 2,200 foreign companies were
present in Texas. More than one third of all the FDI
reaching Texas is concentrated in the Houston area,
where companies such as Siemens or Mitsubishi
have their headquarters. The Dallas-Fort Worth region (with Ikea, Philips or Toyota) and Austin (Sony or
Samsung) encompass about one quarter of the FDI.
More than half of the investment that Texas receives
comes from western Europe—with the UK, Germany,
and France as leaders in number of companies and
projects. In 2016 Spain was the 7th country with the
highest volume of FDI in Texas, worth 835 million
dollars and ahead of countries such as the Nether46

lands, Sweden, and Norway. Outside Europe, Canada, Japan, and Australia are the leading countries.
With respect to outward flows, Texas invested a total
of 59,000 million dollars in 847 projects abroad between 2011 and 2016 creating more than 95,000 jobs.
Most of Texas' investments are concentrated in North
America (Mexico and Canada), Asia-Pacific (China,
Japan, Australia, Singapore) and western Europe (UK
and Germany). The number, sector and name of the
Texan companies whose activity is documented at
Spain is presented at a final appendix.
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Spain and Texas, first-class 		
economic partners
It is precisely within this context of outstanding economic openness that the growing economic ties that
Texas and Spain have established in recent years
must be understood. Based on their shared history
and culture, over the last decade Spanish and Texan
companies have developed synergies and exploited
mutual gains. On the one hand, in a context of global uncertainty, Texas has revealed itself as a sound
commercial partner and a promising investment
destination for Spanish companies. Texas’ economic
strength has allowed Spanish business portfolios to
diversify in Latin America beyond traditional markets,
while at the same time setting their feet upon a key
logistic hub to access both the growing Hispanic and
American markets. On the other, Spanish leadership
in sectors such as infrastructures, financial services,
renewable energies, or food provides innovative solutions to some of the challenges that Texas faces at the
beginning of the 21st century.

Bilateral trade
Trade relations between Spain and Texas exhibit a
unique intensity within the American context. According to ICEX data, in 2017 Texas was the first destination for Spanish exports to the US, accounting for 12%
of the total exports to the country and ahead of states
such as New Jersey, Michigan, and New York. With a
total value of about 1,842 million dollars in 2017, Spanish exports accounted for around 5% of all European
exports to Texas. In line with export composition from
the rest of the world, Spanish exports to Texas are
dominated by machinery (electronic or not), iron and
steel products, and fuels. With regard to imports, in
2017 Texas was the US state from which Spain acqui-

In July 2017 a business delegation sponsored by the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce of San Antonio visited Spain. They visited
the National Center of Renewable Energies in Navarra as well as
the facilities that the Spanish company Acciona has in that region. © Ministerio de Economía – Ofecome Miami

red products and services of a greater value. That
year Spain imported from Texas goods and services
worth 1,455 million dollars, which represented 6% of
all European imports from Texas. In 2017 imports from
Texas accounted for 13% of all imports from the US to
Spain. Mineral fuels and oils, machinery and chemical
products dominate Spanish purchases from Texas, as
in Europe and in the rest of the world.
Recent agreements for the supply of liquefied gas signed by Spanish companies render these large figures
into very specific projects and benefits. Since 2008
the implementation of new techniques such as fracking and horizontal drilling have placed Texas as one
of the main fossil fuel producing regions in the world.
Its huge energy reserves are allowing the exports to
other regions. It is precisely Spanish companies that
have taken the lead in the acquisition of these nonconventional hydrocarbons. Starting in 2019 and for a
period of at least twenty years, the liquefaction plant
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Rolando Pablos

SECRETARY OF STATE,
GOVERNMENT OF TEXAS

Texas and Spain, united by the
waters of the Atlantic and,
especially, by their enormous cultural and
historical ties, share nowadays an excellent
commercial and business relationship. This
relationship, without doubt, has a promising future of strengthening and growth.
Within the Texan business landscape,
Spain is present in many sectors of critical
importance both for our current prosperity, and also in order to remain the best
region within the United States to live and
do business. Thanks to the excellence of
its companies, Spain is at the forefront of
international investment in Texas. The country is represented in sectors such as energy,
construction and infrastructure, agri-food,
financial services and many others, with an
excellent horizon of growth and expansion.
In this way, from my office as Secretary of
State in the Capitol, I want nothing but to
extend once again a sincere invitation to all
those Spanish organizations that are considering their expansion in the United States.
I am confident that Texas will be the right
decision and a success. Welcome to Texas.
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of Corpus Christi, owned by Cheniere Energy, will begin supplying gas to Gas Natural Fenosa, Iberdrola,
and Endesa for a volume equivalent to one third of
the processing capacity of the Texan terminal and representing a key contribution to Spanish energy security. Given the excess capacity in liquefaction plants in
Spain, the purchase of Texan gas also represents an
opportunity to capitalize on such investments as well
as to make Spain the gateway for liquefied gas to the
rest of Europe.

Foreign direct investment
In terms of investments, in 2016 Spain was the 7th
country with the highest volume of FDI in Texas
(835 million dollars), with 27 projects associated
with the creation of 3,500 jobs. According to
data from ICEX, around 80 Spanish companies
are currently active in Texas (see final appendix).
Although the largest volume of Spanish investment
has concentrated in the financial sector, renewable
energies or large infrastructures, these sectors are
far from representing all Spanish investment in Texas.
The diversity of the Spanish business presence is
exemplified by sectors as diverse as agri-food or
biotechnology. Ebro Foods, leader in the production
and marketing of rice and pasta in North America,
has a total of ten plants in the US, several of them in
Texas, as well as headquarters in Houston. Deoleo, a
world leader in the olive oil market, supplies the US
from its headquarters in Dallas. Also present in this
state is the insurance company Mapfre, a leader in
its sector with high visibility in the Northamerican
market, or the biotechnology group Grifols, which in
2012 inaugurated a new plant in San Marcos in which
to conduct research and trials with plasma. Texas
hosts thirty Grifols plasma donation centers and a
central lab in Austin, which creates jobs for more than

1,000 people and contributes more than 150 million
dollars annually to the Texan economy.
In order to further encourage the presence of Spanish companies in Texas, especially those of smaller
size, efforts have been intensified on both sides of the
Atlantic in recent years. The interest that investment
opportunities in Texas arouse in Spain is clear due to
initiatives such as the business meeting promoted by
the Spanish government in Texas in November 2005,
the commercial mission of more than twenty Spanish
top executives organized in 2009 by the US Chamber
of Commerce in Spain (AmCham Spain), or the ‘Investment in the US Days’ this same institution carried out
in Barcelona and Madrid in November 2013.

Financial sector
The financial sector has represented one of the main
niches of Spanish FDI in Texas over the last decade.
The high levels of global uncertainty have not prevented BBVA from successfully completing an expansion
process that has placed the Spanish bank at the head
of the sector in the US. In 2005 BBVA acquired Laredo
National Bank, and a year later Texas Regional Bancshares and State National Bancshares. In 2007 the largest acquisition in the history of the bank took place:
Texan Compass Bancshares became part of the Spanish group, which subsequently began the integration
of these American subsidiaries under the common
BBVA Compass brand. In 2009, the group successfully bid for the assets of Guaranty Financial Group,
based in Austin. The resulting conglomerate became
one of the first banks in Texas, a regional leader in the
Sunbelt, and the 25th largest bank in the US in terms
of asset size. The success of this operation is explained by the interest of the Spanish group to establish
itself in the US, the clear competitive advantage it en-

BBVA disembarked in Texas in 2005 with the acquisition of Laredo National Bank. In less than ten years the Spanish financial
group has established itself as one of the first banks in the state,
a regional leader in the Sunbelt and the 25th largest bank in the
US by asset size. © BBVA Group

joys in the Hispanic market, and its solid corporate
culture. At present, BBVA activity in Texas represents
around 60% of all the company’s business in the US, a
market from which, in turn, the group derives around
10% of its total profit.
After a previous agreement in 2005, Banco Santander entered the commercial banking business in
the US through the acquisition of Sovereign Bancorp
in 2010, which in 2013 changed the brand name to
Santander Bank, with headquarters at Boston, Massachusetts. Although its US activity is geographically focused in the northeast of the country through a
wide network of branches and ATMs, Banco Santander runs in Texas Santander Private Banking, based in
Houston, and Santander Consumer, a financing company of vehicles based in Dallas.
49
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Large infrastructures
The growing acceptance of public-private partnerships in large infrastructure projects in Texas has
allowed a significant number of Spanish companies,
either in association with local and foreign companies
or via strategic local purchases, to land in the Texan
market over the past decade. The technical quality
of Spanish engineering is contributing to the solution of mobility and congestion problems, as well as
to the investment deficit linked to the demographic
and urban expansion recently experienced by Texas.
Subsequently, companies such as Ferrovial, OHL or
ACS have become strategic partners of the Texas
Department of Transportation in recent years. Very
often, leading Spanish companies in the technology
sector are responsible for designing and implementing electronic toll systems in many roads in the state, such as Emovis, a subsidiary of Abertis, or Indra,
which has also implemented ticketing in the Austin
subway and whose technology has been recognized
with an Honorable Mention at the Austin City Council
Accessibility Awards in 2010.
Ferrovial arrived in the US in 2005. Ten years later
the Spanish group had completed three highway design and construction projects, with two other similar
projects still in progress. In October 2012, Ferrovial
inaugurated several sections of the SH-130 highway,
aimed at alleviating traffic congestion between Austin
and San Antonio through an electronic payment and
lanes system that allows circulation to reach eightyfive miles per hour. Two years later the Spanish group
did the same with a freeway in the corridor between
Forth Worth and Dallas, the North Tarrant Express, in
which the price paid by toll road users varies inmediately depending on the volume of traffic. In 2015, the
Lyndon B. Johnson Express opened north of Dallas.
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At present, Ferrovial is building a bypass highway in
northwest Houston after having concluded the design
phase.
After its arrival in the US in 2006, OHL has also become visible in the infrastructure sector. Among its most
recent activities, it is worth highlighting several contracts for the construction, renovation, and expansion
of the interstate highways IH-35 (in Austin) and IH-10
(in Houston), as well as the US-290 state highway. At
present, OHL operates in nine states and, in addition
to Austin, it has also offices in Irvine (California) and
New York.
Along the same lines, ACS has been awarded a large
number of projects to expand and improve highways
and roads in Texas, such as the SH-288 in Houston.
One of its most paradigmatic projects in this state is
the remodeling of the Harbor Bridge, the largest cable-stayed bridge in the entire US. This project, budgeted at 983 million dollars, will enable larger merchant ships, many of them coming from the Pacific
Ocean through the newly expanded Panama Canal, to
access to the port of Corpus Christi.

Energy
The energy wealth of Texas has also allowed to obtain
mutual gains. In addition to the importation of liquefied gas and the exploitation of traditional sources
on the spot, the diversification that energy production has experienced in Texas during the last decade,
with the boom of renewable sources such as solar and
wind energy, has created investment opportunities
for companies with a solid experience in the sector, as
it is the case for the Spanish ones. The leadership that
Spain has had in the development of clean energies
is now facilitating the transfer of know-how and cut-
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In 2017 the Spanish renewable energy company Acciona inagurated San Román, near Brownsville, its first Texan wind farm out of a
total of nine in the US. In 2019 a second farm will open in Cameron County, Palmas Altas. PPA agreements with local customers guarantee the profitability of these huge investments over the long term. © Acciona

ting-edge technology to a state that like Texas, which
is making an important effort to modify its traditional
energy balance.
The presence of Repsol in Texas projects in several
directions. On the one hand, the energy giant participates in the exploitation of the Eagle Ford Shale
field in southern Texas, where it controls more than
100,000 acres of land. In 2017 Repsol's production
in the area reached an average of 19,500 barrels of
oil equivalent per day, 60% of which were petroleum
liquids and natural gas. Additionally, Repsol has an
office in Houston, from which it operates in the in-

ternational oil market without interruption and it
provides technical assistance to the prospecting and
exploitation campaigns that the company has throughout the world.
Out of the nine wind farms that Acciona has in the
US, two of them are located in Texas. In 2017, San Román farm was inaugurated, near Brownsville, which,
besides the supply of clean energy to the region, has
also been an important source of employment for local contractors (more than 100,000 working hours)
and will also be a source of income for the local administration and the landowners during the twenty51
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investments as significant as these for companies like
Acciona.

Baffin Bay field has been the third and last addition to the Peñascal wind complex, located in Kennedy County, the largest complex built by the Spanish group Iberdrola. This project, supplying
clean energy to more than 200,000 families, prevents the emission of more than 850,000 tons of CO2 annually. © Iberdrola

In early 2015, with the inauguration of the Baffin Bay
field, Iberdrola completed the construction of the
group's largest wind complex, the so-called Peñascal
complex, to which the fields Peñascal I (since 2009)
and Peñascal II (since 2010) already belonged. This
complex, located in Kennedy County, a rural area
in southeast Texas, provides clean energy to more
than 210,000 families—preventing the emission of
more than 850,000 tons of CO2 into the atmosphere
annually. Equipped with radars capable of detecting
the arrival of migratory birds, these wind farms have
state-of-the-art wind turbines supplied by Siemens
Gamesa. This company, which is committed to improving the performance and life of wind turbines
in other Texan parks (Indian Mesa, Woodward, King
Mountain), closed in April 2018 two agreements with
the US energy company NextEra Energy to increase
the power of 572 turbines in these parks. For its part,
ACEK Desarrollo y Gestión Industrial, through GRI
Renewable Industries, is currently building a wind
tower factory in Amarillo that involves a planned investment of forty-one million dollars and from which
the company will supply 400 towers to the US market
annually.

Waste treatment
five years of the project's lifetime. A similar impact will
have the future Palmas Altas farm, in Cameron County, whose connection to the grid is scheduled for November 2019. The signing of PPA agreements (Power
Purchase Agreements) with Nike or the city of Austin, by which these buyers commit themselves, in the
medium and long term, to obtain clean energy from
wind farms already operational or even from those
still in the design phase, guarantees safe returns on
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Another evident example of the Spanish commitment
to environmental sustainability in Texas is provided by
the activities of the FCC group. With a first agreement
concluded in Houston in 2014, this group currently
manages the collection, treatment, and sale of waste
in up to six cities in the state as a part of a portfolio of municipal contracts in the US that has recently
reached 630 million dollars. Much of this waste is
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processed at the recycling plant that the group opened in 2007 in Dallas. The plant, which was recognized as the best recycling facility in North America in
2017, represents FCC's crown jewel in recycling—it is
equipped with the latest technology in the sector (optical separators and gravimetric declassification machines) and is capable of processing up to 140,000
annual tons of waste. Not ignorant of the importance
of raising awareness in future generations, FCC maintains a classroom in the plant that allows visiting students to see how the plant works and the importance
of recycling.
It is precisely a culture of deep Spanish roots that provides Spanish companies operating in the Texan market with a key competitive advantage over their competitors. A greater diversification of the investment
portfolio in those sectors exhibiting greater growth
potential, the arrival of more medium and small companies, and the need to appreciate the heterogeneity
of a Hispanic market erroneously considered too uniform are some of the tactics that will allow Spain to
continue advancing its commercial and investment
strategy in Texas and, by extension, throughout the
Southwest during the next few years. The consolidation in the Hispanic market of the Sunbelt, a better
positioning in the US market, as well as a reinforced
access to traditional Latin American markets are particularly appealing to Spanish companies. In this new
century the roads by which the explorers first arrived,
then the missionaries and the military, and finally the
settlers, now wait to be more and more traveled by
Spanish companies. The successes achieved during
the last decade are the best guarantee of the prosperity that the relationship between Texas and Spain will
generate in the future.
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Spain-Texas economic relationship 		
in figures
■ Texas is the 2nd state in the US in terms of GDP
levels (1,600 million dollars in 2016), behind California.
■ The size of its GDP places Texas as the 10th world
economy, ahead of countries such as Australia or
South Korea.
■ In 2016 every Texan enjoyed an average income of
about $ 47,000.
■ Texas is the 6th state with the highest degree of
economic openness within the US.
■ Texas is the 1st US state in volume of exports (17%
of the national total), the 2nd in imports (11% of
the national total), and the 3rd one in the reception of FDI.
■ In 2017 Spain exported to Texas goods and
services worth 1,842 million dollars. This volume
makes Texas the leading destination for Spanish
exports to the US (with 12% of the total) and places Spain as the 22nd supplier of Texas worldwide.
■ In 2017 Spain imported from Texan goods and
services worth 1,455 million dollars. This volume makes Texas the 1st origin of US imports into
Spain (with 13% of the total) and places Spain as
the 32nd purchaser of exports worldwide.
■ In 2016 Spain was the 7th country with the highest
levels of FDI in Texas (835 million dollars), with 27
projects associated to the creation of 3,500 jobs.
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■ More than 80 Spanish companies are based in
Texas, mainly large and medium-sized.
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Back to INDEX

Strengthening
friendship
and cooperation
The Spain-Texas link within the framework
of the political and diplomatic relationship
with the United States

Although official relations were only established after 1785, the diplomatic history between the US and
Spain began in Paris during a cold winter night nine
years earlier. After seven o'clock of the evening of
December 29, 1776, three men, muffled up to the
eyes and protected by the shadows, made their way
through the city streets to the residence of the Spanish ambassador at the court of Louis XVI. Warned
about their arrival, the ambassador made them enter into his rooms without telling his own family, such
was the care he wanted to put in these diplomatic
efforts. We do not know for sure but it is possible that
Texas already surfaced as a topic of discussion during
these first diplomatic contacts between the Spanish
Crown and the nascent US. The proximity of this New

Spain’s province to the strategic route of the Mississippi River as well as its coastal situation, which guaranteed anchorage for war ships crossing the Gulf of
Mexico, were extremely appealing for the three men
visiting the Spanish ambassador that night – and for
the nation they claimed to represent.
Elected by the Congress of Philadelphia to defend in
the European chancelleries the claims of the newly
independent North American British colonies, Silas
Deane, Arthur Lee, and Benjamin Franklin met that
night with Pedro Pablo Abarca de Bolea, tenth count of Aranda, a stubborn and something cross-eyed
Aragonese man that would eventually become the
main supporter of American independence in the
55
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Pedro Morenés Eulate
AMBASSADOR OF SPAIN
IN THE UNITED STATES

It seems inevitable
to start this short
overview of our relationship
with the second most important state in the country with
a cliché—everything is big in
Texas. Undoubtedly, it took
huge amounts of strength and
willingness to overcome the
enormous damages caused by
the terrible Hurricane Harvey in August last year. Texas
deserves admiration, and not
only because of its continuous
economic successes.
Indeed, the fact that Texas is
leader in many fields requires
special attention. Our country
has already many interests in
the "State of the Lone Star"
which will continue to increase
and expand into new areas. Political and institutional support
will be necessary in order to
assess new opportunities and
to accompany our companies’
work.
Texas was the second state I
visited since I took over as Spanish ambassador in the US (the
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first one, New Mexico, could be
properly defined as the most
Spanish among all of them).
Soon I will have the opportunity to return to the most Spanish of its cities, San Antonio—
established as mission and as
a presidio by the Spanish in
1718—, with occasion of the
extraordinary events taking
place for the city’s tricentenary
celebrations this year.
We have invaluable assets
to maintain in Texas and we
should further improve our
position as one of the state’s
most important partners. Our
historical legacy springs from
the construction of the first
acequias (allowing an efficient
agricultural development) and
the importation of livestock
(including the predecessors
of the current longhorns and
of cowboys’ works on horseback) to encompass also the
imprint of our laws on water
management, women’s rights
at marriage, the regulation of
adoption, and the institution
of a unitary and stable judicial

administration.
The cultural legacy of our
country manifests itself on
the streets of any Texan city
through the presence of the
Spanish language, transferred
to a whole continent from the
16th century onwards along
with the values of the civilization it represents. Today the
Spanish language is spoken
and learned by the booming
Hispanic community of this
country, as well as by many
other Americans. All of them
make the US the second largest
Spanish-speaking population
in the world. It is this what
explains our collaboration
programs, such as our Visiting
Teachers, a valuable contribution to the school systems of
various states. Texas' school
districts currently hire almost
500 Spanish teachers, which
represents more than a third
of the total number of the
teachers present in the whole
country.
Spain and Texas have similar
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landscapes, which enhances our country’s appeal for
American tourists. There is
a growing knowledge of our
wealth in Texas. Our art has
an extraordinary showcase
at the Meadows Museum in
Dallas. Our gastronomy and
wines are effectively promoted
by companies and producers’
partnerships which adequately
appreciate the significance of
a market encompassing more
than 38 million people, with
a per capita income above $
46,000. Our scientists, researchers, and doctors are well
regarded in Texas, as I realized
when visiting the Texas Medical Center in Houston, the
largest of its kind in the world.
We should not forget either
the successes of so many of
our athletes, responsible for
victories both in Texas and in
Spain. These Spanish women
and men act as agents of the
Spanish brand which grows
stronger year after year—our
companies’ presence in a state
that is the 2nd largest economic power in the US is already

significant. In 2017 we maintained increasing levels of bilateral trade amounting to 3,300
million dollars.
I remember my meetings with
delegates from some of our
largest infrastructure companies in Houston and Austin.
Representatives of the energy
sector (Houston is considered the "world capital of oil"
while Texas is already one of
the most important states in
the production of energy from
renewable sources) were also
present, as well as representatives from the banking and the
agri-food sector, among others.
This represents a wide range of
great outcomes achieved in an
extremely competitive market,
in which it is equally difficult to
achieve and to preserve market
positions.

dollars were invested in 27
large projects led by 23 Spanish companies. This represents a remarkable business
dynamism, which explains the
significance of the investments
of our companies in the US,
increasing tenfold since 2004
and reaching an aggregate
value of about 65,000 million
dollars.
It is often said that Texas
shows in many aspects what
the future of the whole country will be like. Therefore, it is
worthwhile to continue searching and achieving successes
in this great state, from which
we will extract useful lessons
for the rest of this great country.

It is likely that Spain will remain as one of the ten largest
investors in Texas this year. It
was the 7th between 2011 and
2016 and, during that five-year
period, more than 835 million
57
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Coinciding with the celebration of the 450th anniversary of the foundation of San Agustin (Florida) by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés in
1565, in September 2015 the Fundación Consejo España-EE.UU. celebrated there, together with its American counterpart, the US-Spain
Council, the annual Spain-US Forum. The presence of Their Majesties King Felipe and Queen Letizia in this forum, with which they
concluded their visit to the US, demonstrated the strong commitment of the Spanish Crown to the goals of promoting relations and
mutual knowledge between the civil societies of both countries. © Fundación Consejo España-EE.UU.

Court of Madrid. This first interview, in which Franklin
and Aranda took control of the conversation, along
with the others that followed, helped to convince the
Spanish ambassador that, despite the obvious risks
that the operation involved for the Spanish Crown in
America, providing military and financial support to
the rebels was the best decision. It was in this way
that Spain eventually became one of the first allies
of the US, a friendship that, in spite of the swings of
history, would extend up to present times.
As with the other states in the Union, relations with
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Texas are framed and are subjectd to the set of broader priorities that define the bilateral relationship
between Spain and the US. Despite the government
changes experienced in both countries as well as the
large mutations suffered by the international order,
during the last fifty years the US-Spain bilateral agenda has been defined around a series of basic axes.

Military and defense cooperation
Historically, cooperation in the military and security
realm has been a preferential topic in the diplomatic
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relations between the two countries. As the meeting
between the count of Aranda and Benjamin Franklin
held in Paris in 1776 shows perfectly, the provision of
military aid and strategic support in the face of common threats lies at the very origins of the Spanish-American diplomatic history. It is a bipolar world defined
by an arms race and subjected to the risk of a nuclear
catastrophe what actually allows to understand the
strategic significance that Spain gained in the eyes of
the US after 1945. With the Madrid Agreements of 1953,
Spain offered a preferential military alliance with the
US which allowed for the use of troops and weapons in
Spanish territory (including the military bases of Rota,
Morón, Torrejón, and Zaragoza) as a part of a military
plan designed by the US government. In return, the US
committed itself to support and defend Spain’s status
in front of an international community which was still
far from accessible.
Democracy in Spain came hand in hand with an intensification of political, military, and economic cooperation from less asymmetric positions. In 1976, Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger and the first Foreign Affairs minister of the democratic regime José María de Areilza
signed in Washington the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the US and Spain. Among other obligations, US had to withdraw its nuclear arsenal from
Spanish territory – an operation completed in 1979. The
incorporation of Spain to NATO in 1982, a goal that the
US had supported from the very beginning in front of
both its allies and opposition from a part of the Spanish
society, would bring Spain even closer to the Western
defense space. In 1988, the Defense Cooperation Agreement was signed, which, together with the Madrid Declaration of 2001 and its three successive Amendment
Protocols (2002, 2012 and 2015), represents the legal
framework that regulates at present the bilateral relationship in defense.

The fall of the Soviet Union during the 1990s had obvious consequences for the definition of Western security policy – in which Spain was already an important member. At the beginning of the 21st century,
the emergence of new common threats has provided
however a new impetus to military cooperation with
the US. The 1991 Gulf War made visible the strategic
importance that Spanish bases still retained for the
US Army – something that has only been confirmed
further by the unstability in the Middle East, the
Maghreb, and the Sahel. The New Transatlantic Agenda, put forward during the Spanish Presidency of the
EU Council in 1995, and the aforementioned Declaration of Madrid, signed in 2001 by minister Josep Piqué
and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, marked
the years in which the relationship between the two
countries reached its highest point after September
11, 2001 and the start of the wars in Afghanistan, and
Iraq. At present, military cooperation between Spain
and the US comes into being in the use of the Spanish
bases of Rota and Morón (where the US has deployed permanently four AEGIS destroyers of its Navy
as a part of the NATO Missile Defense System and a
Special Rapid Action Force of its Marine Corps), in the
exercises and joint operations performed as bilateral
and NATO allies in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic,
the Baltic, Afghanistan and Turkey, and in the training
of Iraqi forces by Spain since 2015 as a member of the
Global Coalition against Daesh, led by the US.

Economic relations
In parallel to the changes experienced in defense during recent years, the issues at the top of the bilateral
economic agenda have also evolved from an original
stress on trade imbalances to the encouragement of
the intense economic flows between the countries.
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During the first years of democracy, when Spain was
still completing the modernization of its economic
system and its incorporation into the main international fora, the economic relationship with the US
was dominated by concerns on correcting Spanish
trade deficit and by the support to the integration
into the European Economic Community. The implementation of measures to encourage Spanish exports to the US was a common motive for consultation. This was the case, for example, during the visit
that president Adolfo Suárez paid to Jimmy Carter
in Washington in April 1977. Additionally, the incorporation of Spain into the European Economic Community always received the support of the US, which
regarded this process as the culmination of the reincorporation of Spain to the international community
and to its natural defense and security area, as well
as the opening of new opportunities for economic
exchange between both countries.
Over the years, the progressive dismantling of trade
barriers both at the multilateral (GATT, WTO) and bilateral (agreements between the US and the EU, bilateral agreements) levels as well as the important economic transformation experienced by Spain, which
has also meant the enlargement of its export capacity, have come to substantially modify the economic
agendas of Washington and Madrid. Trade deficit has
been reduced substantially and Spain has eventually
become one of the main investment partners of the
US.
At present, the US ranks the 5th supplier and the 6th
customer in goods and services in Spain, being its
main non-EU partner. For the US, Spain represents its
26th supplier and 26th customer. According to Spanish trade statistics, in 2017 US exports to Spain were
close to 14,000 million euros, although actual figu60

res may be substantially higher since most of these
goods arrive in Spain via other European countries.
For its part, the progressive recovery of the Spanish
economy after the crisis that began in 2008 has also
became visible in exports, which have continued
their upward trend in recent years. In 2017 Spanish
exports to the US amounted to almost 13,000 millon euros. The greater sensitivity of imports to the
improvement in economic activity is responsible for
the persistence of a small trade deficit with the US,
which, with a coverage rate of around 90 percent and
increasingly balanced trade flows, little to do with the
traditional concerns exhibited by the first democratic
Spanish governments.
It is in investments where the economic relationship
between Spain and the US has experienced its most
significant changes. While the US is the first foreign
investor in Spain, this country has been climbing positions up to the 9th position in the ranking of investors in the US. In 2015 US investments in Spain, which
encompass many of the largest American companies
and which are especially visible in the industrial sector (automobiles, chemical and pharmaceutical products, industrial machinery), created jobs for more
than 163,000 people. For their part, the 700 Spanish
companies based in the US employ more than 75,000
people directly and some 300,000 indirectly, representing around 125 million dollars in R&D. As Spanish
activity in Texas shows, sectors such as energy, large
infrastructures and public works, transport and banking concentrate most of Spanish investment. Also,
Spanish start-ups in IT are also receiving support in
Sillicon Valley as well as in several universities of the
east coast.

Scientific and cultural cooperation
The bilateral relationship in the cultural and scientific
realms with the US is governed by the 1994 Agreement
on Cultural, Educational, and Scientific Cooperation.
This agreement updated a number of initiatives that
were at the origins of cultural cooperation between
the two countries in the 1950s, like the Fulbright Commission, officially denominated Commission of Cultural, Educational and Scientific Exchange and that in
2014 was awarded the Prince of Asturias Prize. Additionally, in recent years an ambitious program of Spanish cultural activities in the US, Spain Arts & Culture,
has been established, being implemented and coordinated by the Embassy of Spain in Washington and
by the different General Consulates of Spain.
Currently, there are two Prince of Asturias chairs in
American universities, one at Georgetown (Washington DC) on Spanish Studies and another at Tufts
(Boston) on Culture and Civilization of Spain. In New
York City three initiatives are found: the Queen Sofia
Spanish Institute, founded in 1954 and renamed with
its current name in 2003, the King Juan Carlos I chair
and center at the New York University, and the American Academy of the Spanish Language, founded in
1973 with the objective of studying, drafting, and implementing rules on the use of Spanish in the US.
The growing importance of the Spanish language in
the US, with 55 million Spanish speakers and the first
position in foreign languages curricula, justifies some
of the main cultural cooperation efforts. The Cervantes Institute, dependent on the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation, as well as the Spanish Centers that the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport
has deployed throughout the country are responsible
for promoting knowledge of the Spanish language and

In April 2001, King Don Juan Carlos and Queen Doña Sofía inaugurated in Dallas the new building of the Meadows Museum,
one of the centers of reference in Spanish art throughout the US.
During this same visit, the Southern Methodist University of Dallas awarded King Juan Carlos an honorary doctorate in arts in
recognition of his work “to create, and then present to the world,
the image and reality of a new Spain, which recognizes the rich,
cultural diversity of its people, while preserving the essential
and historical unity of the nation”. © Meadows Museum

culture. The Cervantes Institute has headquarters in
Albuquerque, Chicago, and New York as well as an
office in Seattle. Additionally, in 2013 the Observatory
of the Spanish Language and Hispanic Cultures was
created at Harvard University (Boston).

A long history of encounters
Over the last decades, the bilateral agenda between
Spain and the US has been discussed at the highest
level, which is indicative of the high degree of commitment with which both countries assume their common interests and challenges. Spanish prime ministers have visited the White House up to sixteen times
since 1977, while the different US presidents have paid
official visits to Spain seven times during this same
period. The three meetings between Jimmy Carter
and Adolfo Suárez, dominated by the development of
a new military relationship and by the explicit US sup61
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Greg Abbott

GOVERNOR OF TEXAS

For three centuries now, Texas
and Spain have been inextricably
linked by culture, community and commerce. Look no further than the Alamo—the
consummate symbol of Texas' independence —to find the Spanish roots of the Lone
Star State’s rich history. Today, we continue
to build upon our historic relationship by
both celebrating Spanish contributions to
our state and attracting Spanish investment
to spur innovation.
Through our enduring relationship, we have
affirmed that not only is Spain a fundamental part of Texas’ history, but also an essential part of its future. Spanish companies
continue to enhance Texas’ favorable economic climate, strengthening our communities
and creating thousands of jobs for Texans.
As we celebrate the last 300 years of San
Antonio, an iconic Texas' city, and the ties
that bind us together, I am confident that
Texas and Spain will continue to build upon
our historic relationship and work to create
even more partnerships in the future.

port to the consolidation of democracy in Spain, opened these series of exchanges. Of particular intensity
in the number of visits were president González’s (up
to seven) and Aznar’s (eight) terms, which coincided
with the accession of Spain to NATO and to the European Economic Community and with the preferential
attention given to the Transatlantic Axis during president Aznar's office. Presidents Reagan, Bush, Clinton
and Bush Jr. also showed, regardless of their political
color, an evident support to these developments and
to the relationship with Spain.
Over the last decade, there have been four official
presidential meetings. In October 2009, president
Zapatero visited Barack Obama in the White House,
a meeting that put an end to the cooling that had
started in 2004 due to the withdrawal of the Spanish
troops from Iraq, and which was followed, in January
2014 and September 2017, by two visits by president
Rajoy, received by president Barack Obama and by
current president Donald Trump. In the joint press
conference given by presidents Rajoy and Trump at
the White House gardens, the closeness between
both countries became particularly visible. At the
beginning of July 2016, Obama met again with Rajoy during a short visit to Madrid and Rota. Given the
multilateral nature of modern foreign relations, these
twenty-two visits over the course of forty years have
been logically supplemented by meetings in international for a, as well as by others of a strictly private
nature.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation is also
making an important effort to maintain fluid communication with the US authorities. Among the most
recent meetings, in June 2017 the current Minister Alfonso Dastis met his counterpart Rex Tillerson, with
whom they reviewed the bilateral agenda and the

62

SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

main topics of international news. Also, it is important to mentions the visit that the Spanish Secretary
of State of Foreign Affairs made to Assistant Secretary
of State John J. Sullivan in February 2018.
But it is precisely in the Monarchy in which this fruitful
transatlantic relationship has found in Spain its main
supporter. H.M. the King Juan Carlos and his son H.M.
the King Felipe VI have cultivated friendly relations
with American presidents, which have often surpassed
the strictly diplomatic domain to serve as a stimulus
during less favorable times. Spanish kings have officially visited the US at several occasions since 1976, being
welcomed at the White House a total of twelve times.
It is not by chance that it was in Washington where His
Majesty King Juan Carlos I, in his famous speech before the Capitol on the occasion of the bicentennial of
the Independence of the thirteen Colonies in 1976, inaugurated the process of democratic political reform
in Spain at the international level, publicly manifesting his convictions and commitment of the Crown to
democracy. In recognition of this role, H.M. the King
Juan Carlos has been appointed honorary doctor by
several American universities, including those of New
York, Harvard, Georgetown, and the Southern Methodist University. Since 2014, His Majesty King Felipe VI
has visited four times the US, having met twice with
president Obama.
Of special interest are the visits of Their Majesties on
the occasion of the anniversary of the foundation of
Spanish enclaves in the present-day US territory. In February 2009, King Don Juan Carlos and Queen Doña
Sofía commemorated in Pensacola, Florida, the 450th
anniversary of the establishment of Santa María Filipina by Tristán de Luna in 1559. Although this settlement
was only inhabited during three years, it predated the
first English colonies on the east coast in almost half

a century. Its significance goes, however, beyond antiquity: the capture of Pensacola to the British by Bernardo de Gálvez in 1781 allowed the recovery of Florida
by the Spanish Crown and it was also a decisive campaign for the success of the American Independence.
In September 2015, Their Majesties King Don Felipe and Queen Doña Letizia concluded their official
trip to the US with a visit to San Agustin, in Florida,
where King Juan Carlos had already been fourteen
years earlier. With this visit, Their Majesties took part
in the celebrations for the 450th anniversary of the
establishment of this city in 1565 by the explorer and
admiral Pedro Menéndez de Avilés. More importantly,
San Agustin is the oldest European settlement in US
territory which has remained inhabited without interruption since its foundation. There Their Majesties
opened the XX Spain-US Forum, organized by the
Fundación Consejo España-EE.UU. together with its
American counterpart, the US-Spain Council, chaired
by Senator Tim Kaine. In the Castle of San Marcos and
in the town hall of the city, Their Majesties could feel
the affection of a US community very proud of its Hispanic origins and demonstrated the commitment of
the Crown to the dissemination of Hispanic heritage
in that country, a commitment that is renewed once
more with their visit to Texas and Louisiana in June
2018.

A friendship projected into Texas
The visit of Their Majesties King Don Felipe and Queen
Doña Letizia to San Antonio in June 2018 is a clear demonstration of Spain's interest in strengthening and
expanding relations with a US state essential for the
understanding of both the Hispanic identity of the US
and Spanish history itself. Although the lines along
which cooperation with Texas comes into being are
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SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

broadly the same which define the relationship with
the other US states (basically, economic and cultural cooperation, since military cooperation occurs almost exclusively at the federal level), Spain's relationship with this state, as it is the case with others states
with important Hispanic roots such as California or
Florida, exhibits a very special nature.
Although recent cooperation in cultural matters between Spain and Texas projects itself in different directions, initiatives revolve around the mutual interest in
protecting and disseminating the Hispanic legacy of
the state on both sides of the Atlantic (see A centuryold identity projected into the 21st century. The Spanish cultural heritage in Texas). The dissemination of
Spanish art, the promotion of the Spanish language,
and the appreciation of historical Spanish heritage
dominate the bilateral agenda, in line with the guidelines set by the broader cultural and scientific cooperation policies between Spain and the US.
The official trips that have taken place during recent
years demonstrate such efforts. In April 2001, King
Don Juan Carlos and Queen Doña Sofía visited Texas
as a part of an official trip that also took them to Washington and to the states of Mississippi and Florida, a
tour clearly evoking the Hispanic dimension of the US.
One of the main events of the trip was the inauguration by the King of the new building of the Meadows
Museum, one of the centers of reference on Spanish
art in the US, whose origins go back to the collection
of Spanish Golden Age works initiated by the tycoon
Algur H. Meadows in the 1950s. Unsurprisingly, the
honorary doctorate in arts that the Southern Methodist University of Dallas granted to King Juan Carlos
during this same trip recognized that “like the painters of the Golden Century of Spain playing with a rainbow of colors, His Majesty has toiled with the silent
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dedication of an artist to create, and then present to
the world, the image and reality of a new Spain, which
recognizes the rich, cultural diversity of its people,
while preserving the essential and historical unity of
the nation”.
The significance of Spanish cultural heritage in Texas
has gained visibility with occasion of the tricentenary
of the establishment of San Antonio. In May 2016 Ivy
Taylor, mayor of San Antonio, visited Madrid, Santa
Cruz de Tenerife, and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria to
promote this anniversary. In March 2018, an official
delegation from the Canary Islands, encompassing
representatives from both the public administration
and civil society, joined the commemorations in San
Antonio, where they were received by the mayor Ron
Nirenberg. Finally, the visit of Pedro Morenés, ambassador of Spain in the US, to San Antonio in November
of 2017, where he visited the Franciscan missions and
the old palace of the Spanish governor, paved the way
for that of Their Majesties Don Felipe and Doña Letizia
in June 2018. Among other activities, there they will
open the exhibition “Designing America: Spain’s Imprint in the US”, organized by the Fundación Consejo
España-EE.UU. at the Historic Bexar County Courthouse.
Economic issues represent the second great pillar of
cooperation between Spain and Texas. As trade and
FDI figures show, over the past decade ties between
both economies have acquired a unique importance
(see Opening roads to a shared prosperity. The Spanish presence in the Texan economy). In this sense,
the dynamism demonstrated by the private sector
to access new markets and adapt itself to an everchanging environment has been accompanied by a
diversity of public initiatives that, through the creation of for a, information dissemination, and reputa-
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In September 2017, the current president of the US Donald Trump welcomed Spanish president Mariano Rajoy in the White House. Since
1977 Spanish presidents have visited the White House up to a total of sixteen times, while the different US presidents have been on an
official visit to Spain seven times. © Government of Spain

tion management, have contributed to the excellent
health currently enjoyed by Spanish-Texan economic
relations.
In recent years, several Texan business delegations,
led by different state authorities, have visited Spain
with the aim of identifying possible investment opportunities for Texan companies and showing how
appealing Texas is for Spanish ones. In June 2009, the
Secretary of State of Texas, Esperanza 'Hope' Andrade, visited Madrid, leading a delegation of representatives of the Houston Chamber of Commerce as well
as of energy and transport companies. As the head

of the economic development office in the Texan government, during her visit Andrade explored with the
Prince of Asturias venues for cooperation in infrastructure and in renewable energies, areas in which the
Spanish-Texan collaboration has proved very fruitful .
In 2017 Rolando Pablos, Secretary of State of Texas,
arrived in Spain, leading a trade mission organized by
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of San Antonio.
In Madrid the delegation was welcomed by the Fundación Consejo España-EE.UU., which brings together
some of the leading Spanish companies with interests
in the US, and in the Basque Country and Navarre they
learnt about the wind energy sector, which represents
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SPAIN IN TEXAS, AN OLD FRIENDSHIP PROJECTED INTO THE FUTURE

one of the main investment areas in Texas by companies such as Acciona or Iberdrola.
Spanish authorities have also traveled to Texas with
the aim of supporting the arrival of Spanish companies to this state. In 2008 minister of Foreign Affairs
Miguel Ángel Moratinos participated in the 13th SpainUS Forum held in Houston, where he claimed for a
deeper relationship between the two countries in
front of all the companies’ representatives. In 2009
the minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism Miguel Sebastián visited Houston, Austin, and Dallas to explore
investment opportunities in sectors such as renewable energies and transport. Within the framework of
an initiative aimed at renewing the image of Spanish
brands in the US and changing its perception among
the public and authorities, he met with representatives of Spanish companies as well as with the governor
Rick Perry and the Secretary of State Esperanza 'Hope'
Andrade. Finally, in November 2017, as part of his visit
to Texas, the Spanish ambassador in Washington, Pedro Morenés, paid special attention to the economic
dimension: in Austin he held meetings with representatives of Spanish companies, he met with the BBVA
Compass’ board, and he visited Repsol headquarters
in Houston as well as those of the Chamber of Commerce of Spain-Texas.
Almost two hundred and fifty years after Benjamin
Franklin and the count of Aranda laid the foundations
to the friendship between the Kingdom of Spain and
the United States of America during their meeting in
Paris, the great vitality of this relationship becomes
visible again and again at the highest level. In an effort
to accompany the growing economic and cultural
ties that civil societies themselves have woven over
the past decade, the official visits of authorities from
both states demonstrate the preferential attention
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that the relationship with Texas has in the bilateral
agenda with the US. In the cold Parisian nights, where
the count of Aranda and Franklin laid the foundations
for Spain's support to the new country, or in a ranch
at Crawford, Texas, where the Bush family welcomed
King Don Juan Carlos and Queen Doña Sofía in November 2004 to celebrate Thanksgiving together, it is
precisely at these meetings where the friendship that
both societies have built over time is condensed and
symbolized. The accompaniment to the celebrations
for the tricentenary of San Antonio that Their Majesties the King and the Queen of Spain undertake in this
2018 represents the last link of this old friendship that
continues and will continue to be projected in the future.
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Main Spain-Texas official visits

promote the tricentenary of the establishment of San
Antonio.

April 2001

July 2017

King Don Juan Carlos and Queen Doña Sofía inaugurate the new Meadows Museum building in Dallas.
The King is awarded with an honorary doctorate in
arts by the Southern Methodist University.

Rolando Pablos, Secretary of State of Texas, leads
a trade mission to Spain (visiting Madrid, Navarre,
and the Basque Country) organized by the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce of San Antonio.

February 2003

November 2017

George Bush Jr. welcomes president Aznar at Prairie
Chapel ranch, Crawford, to discuss the Iraqi crisis.

Pedro Morenés, ambassador of Spain in the US, visits
Austin, Houston, and San Antonio as a part of a cultural and economic tour in Texas.

November 2004
The Bush family welcomes King Don Juan Carlos and
Queen Doña Sofía at Prairie Chapel ranch, Crawford,
to celebrate Thanksgiving together.

May 2008
The Spanish minister of Foreign Affairs Miguel Ángel
Moratinos participates in the 13th Spain-United States
Forum, held in Houston.

October 2009
The Spanish minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism
Miguel Sebastián visits Houston, Austin, and Dallas
with the aim of exploring investment opportunities
for Spanish companies.

June 2009

March 2018
An official delegation from the Canary Islands joins
the celebrations for the 300th anniversary of San
Antonio, where they are received by mayor Ron
Nirenberg.

May 2018
Rolando Pablos, Secretary of State of Texas, leads an
official mission of the San Antonio Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce.

June 2018
Their Majesties King Don Felipe and Queen Doña
Letizia visit San Antonio on the occasion of the celebrations for the tricentenary of the foundation of the
city.

The Secretary of State of Texas, Esperanza 'Hope'
Andrade, visits Madrid with a trade and business
delegation, being received by the Prince of Asturias
at the palace of La Zarzuela.

May 2016
Ivy Taylor, mayor of San Antonio, visits Madrid, Santa
Cruz de Tenerife, and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria to
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Appendix. Spanish firms 					
operating in Texas
Company

Location

Ako Electromecánica SAL
Katy
Ampo Soc Coop
Houston
Applus Services SA
Houston
Arflu SA
Houston
BBVA SA
Houston
Banco Santander SA
Houston
Cadagua SA
Austin
Cintra Infraestructuras
Austin
Comercio y Servicios I Love Aceite
San Antonio
Cosentino SAU
Sugar Land
Cuñado SA
Houston
Deoleo SA
Dallas
Ebro Foods SA
Houston
EDP Renovaveis SA
Houston
Enagas Internacional SL
Houston
			
Encofrados J Alsina SA
Houston
FCC Ambito SA
The Woodlands
Ferrovial Agroman SA
Austin
Flamingos Vintage Kilo SL
Houston
Galletas Siro SA
San Antonio
Grupo Isolux Corsan SA
Austin
Grusamar Ingenieria y Consulting SL
Dallas
Iberdrola SA
Houston
Idai Nature SL
Houston
Industrias Leblan SL
Austin
Iniciativas energéticas SA
Austin
Jeanologia SL
Conroe
Levantina y Asociados de Minerales SA Dallas

Sector
Industrial electronics
Industrial components
Transport services
Industrial components
Financial intermediation services
Financial intermediation services
Watertreatment facilities
Engineering services
Food production and marketing
Ceramic floor and wall tiles
Fluid handling equipments
Food production and marketing
Food industry
Energy installations and machinery
Oil and gas installation, maintenance and
distribution
Building goods
Environmental services
Project management services
Clothing
Food production and marketing
Engineering services
Engineering services
Energy installations and machinery
Biotechnology
Machinery
Energy installations and machinery
Machinery
Marble and building manufactures
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Maritima del Mediterráneo SA
Marmedsa Logistics Services SA
Maxamcorp Holding SL
Maxamcorp Holding SL
Maxam Outdoors SA
Mecalux SA
Modas Zarpa SA
Natura Bisse Internacional SA
Norel SA
Pan Star SL
Postres y Dulces Reina SL
Prointec SA
Repsol Petroleo SA
Roca Sanitario SA
SCI Servicios de Control e Inspección SA
T2O Admedia Services
Tecnicas Reunidas SA
Tubos Reunidos Industrial SL
Tubos Reunidos Industrial SL

Houston
Katy
Irving
Irving
Irving
Dallas
Houston
Irving
Pasadena
Houston
Houston
North Richland Hills
The Woodlands
Houston
Houston
Houston
The Woodlands
Beasley
Houston

Logistics services
Logistics services
Defense and military security
Electronic components
Weapons and ammunition
Locksmith
Clothing
Cosmetics
Food industry
Financial intermediation services
Food industry
Architecture and engineering services
Energy installations and machinery
Ceramic floor and wall tiles
Environmental services
Marketing services
Energy installations and machinery
Fluid handling equipments
Fluid handling equipments

Source: ICEX-Oficina Económica y Comercial de Miami.
Note: The companies appearing on this list have explicitly expressed their agreement with being included in the
directory of companies maintained by the Spanish Economic and Commercial Office in Miami. Those companies with activity in Texas that have decided not to be included in that registry do not appear on this list.
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Appendix. Texan firms operating in Spain
Company

Location

Kimberly-Clark
Dell Computer
EMC Computer Systems Spain
Flowserve
National Instruments Corporation Spain
Stroller Ibérica
Autoresiduos
Cushman & Wakefield
Fluor Plant Engineering
GameStop Iberia
Holliday Chemical España
Intermarine Project Services
Kigo Rental Systems
Kimberly-Clark Europe Limited
Mary Kay Cosmetics de España
Mineral Feed
MoneyGram Payment Systems Spain
NCH Española
National Instruments Corporation Spain
Oligo
Pro-Duo Spain
Rousselot Gelatin
Sinter Iberica Packaging
Texas Instruments España
Vmware Spain

Madrid
Madrid
Madrid
Tarragona
Madrid
Alicante
Córdoba
Madrid
Tarragona
Valencia
Terrassa
Madrid
Barcelona
Madrid
Madrid
Huelva
Madrid
Madrid
Las Rozas
Palos de la Frontera
Móstoles
Girona
Burgos
Pozuelo de Alarcón
Madrid

Source: US Embassy at Spain.

71

72

